June 3, 1970

TO: Chairman, Sub-Committee on Lectures

FROM: Walter H. Capps, Department of Religious Studies

It has come to my attention that two outstanding European
thinker-scholars will be visiting the USA during the 1970-71
academic year. Both of these, I think, should be considered
for lectureships.

The first is Dr. E, H., Gombrich, distinguished art his-
torian, author of The Story of Art, Art and Illusion, Meditations
on_a Hobby Horse and other outstanding books in the field of art
theory and criticism, and Director of The Warburg Institute, Uni-
versity of London.

I became acquainted with Professor Gombrich during the 1968-69
academic year while I was doing researchat The Warburg Institute.
He is an exceptionally fine scholar, a very able lecturer, and a
stimulating person. I have been’ told ‘that_he will be giving a
series of lectures in one;of the eastern univerdities in this
country in late October and early Novemhqx.‘ It would be a pleasure
to have him-come to UCSB: as well, ;

(On July 1, 1970 I will become Director of the Institute of
Religious Studies on this campus; despite the fact: that the Institute
operates on a very limited budget, I would be willing to have this
agency co-sponsor . such an event.)

The second person is Professor Jacques Ellul, distinguished
French political philosopher. Professor Ellul (of Bourdeaux Uni-
versity) has been  engaged in analyses of and commentaries on the
fate of human values in the téchnological society; indeed, one of
his many books is entitled Technology in Society. In addition, and
as a kind of lay theologian, he has addressed himself particularly
to questions regarding the affect of social and cultural change- on
religious aspiration. : ;

The Center for the Study of Democrafib Institutions thinks so
highly of Professor, Ellul that it has invited him to Montecito for
an extended period of time’ during the coming academic year. Perhaps
in cooperation with the Center helmight also be considered as a
Regents' Lecturer or Profeaaor. { g ;

At any rate, I suggest the above names because the interests:'
of them both cros- a varioty of academic fields qnd disciplines.
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