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CAPITOL REPORT

BY LARRY BUSH
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CONGRESS HEARS WHY INS
SHOULDN'T BAR GAYS

Foreign lesbian and gay representatives
gave members of Congress a briefing
July 14 on why U.S. immigration law
banning homosexuals has been unfair
and counter to international agreements.
The testimony coincided with the first In-
ternational Gay Association meeting to
take place in the United States (see story
page 9).

The briefing, which had been ar-
ranged by the Gay Rights National Lob-
by, took advantage of the presence of
more than 100 lesbian and gay foreign
visitors in Washington to raise once again
the issue of reform of the antigay im-
migration exclusion. Although the affair
was not part of the official record Con-
gress uses in reviewing the immigration
proposals now awaiting action, it never-
theless served as a clear statement of the
importance lesbians and gays place on
the issue.

It was nice to see that congressional
supporters of gay civil rights put a priori-
ty on the briefing as well. Six members of
Congress showed up to hear the testi-
mony—more than most official hearings
draw—including the sponsor of the
measure to reform the antigay clause,
Rep. Julian Dixon (D-Calif.). Also on the
dais were Reps. Phil Burton (D-Calif.),
Ted Weiss (D-N.Y.), Bill Green (R-N.Y.),
Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) and Mervin
Dymally (D-Calit.).

The testimony given was a mixture of
blue-ribbon representatives of American
Establishment groups attacking the ban
as outdated and inappropriate, and the
personal voices of lesbian and gay
visitors who told of their own problems in
dealing with U.S. officials.

On the American side, a represen-
tative of the Unitarian Universalist
Church presented religious views; Greg
Day of the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay
Freedom Day Parade Committee pre-
sented an update on the law and its prac-
tical application; and Dr. David Kessler,
head of the gay caucus within the
American Psychiatric Association, pre-
sented that organization's reasons for
challenging the outdated medical basis
for the ban.

But perhaps the two most important
American additions to the testimony this
tim&®Faieé from Mrs. Margaret Capron,
of Arlington, Mass., whose son Bear is
now a Dutch citizen and unable to come
to this country to visit his family. Joining
her in a first public challenge to the law
was Dr. Charles Gordon, a former
general counsel of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and author of the
most respected textbook on American
immigration law.

The foreign testimony was provided by
Wenche Lowzow, an openly lesbian
member of the Norwegian Parliament;
her lover, Kim Friele, who heads a Nor-
wegian gay rights organization; Rob
Pistor, representing a Dutch gay rights
group that has successfully brought the
U.S. law into public visibility in Europe;
and Sylbia Borren, a dual Dutch-New
Zealand national.
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The members of Congress were clear-
ly impressed with the quality of testimony
offered, particularly in the first-person ac-
counts of brushes with American atti-
tudes and officials. Lowzow spoke of her
contretemps trying to get a visitor's visa:
She was first denied it for being lesbian
but was then issued an “official” visa
because of her standing as a member of
Parliament. Her lover, Friele, spoke of
having her visa requests repeatedly
denied because of her leadership of a
gay civil rights organization—which had
just won for Norway the first national gay
rights legal protection of any country in
the world.

According to GRNL, the members of
Congress present at the briefing were
deeply impressed with the unfairness of
the issue and pledged to take more steps
to insure that a reform wins full con-
sideration in Congress. If that happens,
the briefing will .have accomplished a
small miracle.

PAGING ALL SCANDALS

While foreign gays and lesbians were
crowding the hearing room to capacity,
most Washington reporters were stand-
ing in a hallway two floors above, giving
extensive coverage to the big "nonevent”
in Washington this summer. That, of
course, is the story of the alleged sex-
and-drug ring involving underage
Capitol pages.

Just about everything surrounding this
scandal has been a misnomer, including
the suggestion that there is a scandal at
all. The story ostensibly began when two
former pages charged that members of
Congress had asked them for sex in
return for promised favors, including
promotions. This charge should have
fallen apart as soon as reporters checked
out that pages can't be given promotions,
and that no member of Congress has
ever even asked for any page to get a
special assignment. But checking out
facts is too boring, so most of the press
has been chasing the rabbits of rumor
through Capitol corridors, a pastime sure
to exhaust anyone.

It has already occurred to other re-
porters that there is very little behind the
charges of page-boy sex scandals. How-
ever, instead of slinking away in embar-
rassment at having been caught out in
such an obviously hokey story, the Wash-
ington press corps is now tearing after a
story of high government officials using
call boys and possibly falling victim to an
alleged Soviet KGB spy ring designed to
entrap homosexuals in Washington.

Never mind, of course, that there has
not been a single instance in the history
of FBI surveillance of any gay person
selling out his or her country in order to
maintain the closet. The mere possibility
that such a thing might happen is suffi-
cient not only to keep the FBI involved in
gay closets, but also to create front-page
stories about alleged Soviet attempts to
blackmail vulnerable gays across the na-
tion. If a comparison is needed (and ap-
parently the nation's press corps could
use guide dogs to find their way across
the street), it would be that most spies sell

'80AND 100 PROOF. DISTRIBUTED BY CARILLON IMPORTERS, LTD. N.Y., N.Y. 10019. ABSOLUT,

= BOTTLED IN SWEDEN
APORTER AND SOLE DISTRIBUTOR FOR THE US:
CARILLON. (MPORTERS (TD., NEW YORK, NY.

ABSOLUT
MPTATION.

THE ADVOCATE /-11



Atherton Hotel

685 Ellis Street
San Francisco, California 94109
(415) 474-5720
Toll-free (800) 227-3733
In California (800) 792-9861
Major credit cards gladly accepted.

THERE’S A SMALL HOTEL

IN

gone by? When ‘guest’ meant someone special . . .

Gone? Not quite . . . there’s still The Atherton.

Carefully restored, not modernized—to recapture

You’

EVERYONE’S MEMORY...
Remember the warm hospitality of times

and ‘service’ meant someone cared?

the essence of old San Francisco.

re invited to rediscover unpretentious rates
in the heart of a relatively expensive city.
But probably, best of all you'll love the ‘staff;

a group of people who work for more than just
a p:l:ycheck It shows in the personal service and in
the

warm friendly atmosphere they’ve created.
DISCOVER THE ATHERTON...

AND LET IT CREATE
...A MEMORY!

Reservations World

A FREE Reservations Service For The Following Member Hotels

Amsterdam London
ITC2

Prinson

7 Bridges
Atlanta

Hotel York
Boston

The Oasis

East Hampton
132 N. Main
Key West
Banyan House
Big Ruby’s
Club Key West
Cypress House
Garden House
sland House
Victorian House

Hai
Orlando
New Orlean:

Bon Maison
Los Angeles
Coral Sands
New York

Longhorn
Ossi House
Incentra Vil

Philbeach Hotel
Fort Lauderdale
MidnightSea

Auberge Chez Denise

Parliament House

S

Bourgoyne House

Hotel Consulate

lage House

Palm Springs
Monkey Tree

Pines West
Poconos

Rainbow Mt. Resort
Provincetown
Crown & Anchor
Rose & Crown
Reno

Dave’s Reno Resort
San Francisco
Abigail

The Brothel

Folsom Street
Hotel York

Inn on Castro

San Juan

Arcos Blancos
The Beach House
Granada Apts.

The King Frederick
Russian River
Highland Resort
Vermont

Andrews Inn

Virginia Beach
Somewhere in Time

For reservations and cost saving packages contact the following Travel Professionals.
They are airline appointed and bonded to protect you.

Atlanta
Trips Unlimited

The Travel Ple
t Street
y, Conn. 06810

Key West Package
8 days/7 nights
from $74.00

per person/double occupa

Dallas

Professional Travel Svc

(214) 526
Houston

Traveltech
5719 Kirby

Los Angeles

Pers Travel
Ishire B
ills, ¢

ancy

Philadelphia

Greater N.E. Travel
1426 Spri

Philadelphia, PA 19102
(215) 546-1

San Francisco

Passport To Leisure
4111-18th St. (at Castro)
San Francisco, CA 94114
(415) 621-8300

South Florida

Top Flight Tours

5804 Tyler St

San Juan Package

7 days/6 nights

from $124.00

per person/double occupancy

For FREE Brochures call 800-221-6574 Toll Free (212) 934-3126 NY State

Reservations World

12 / SEPTEMBER 2, 1982

2118 Avenue X, Brooklyn, NY 11235

TLX: 429549

Copyright © 2020 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.

out their country because they want to
make money. Why not, then, have the
FBI infiltrate and copy all financial
records of everyone with access to
classified information, including monthly
reports on their mortgage payments and
any possible loan defaults. At least the
argument could be made that in cases of
financial weakness there is more than
mere supposition to go on.

Anyway, Washington is now awash
with lists of alleged homosexuals in Con-
gress, in the White House and at the Pen-
tagon. One can't help but suspect that
circulation of such lists would stop forth-
with if they also included alleged homo-
sexuals in the Washington press corps,
the D.C. police and the FBL. By now
nearly every member of Congress has
been included on one or another list, so
we may now truly say that there are no
innocents left in Washington.

This will not prevent the story from
moving still further afield to justify the
argument that something was going on
that readers should know. The latest
chapter has the dread problem spread-
ing to New York City, where for the past
three years there has allegedly been “a
high-level sex ring at the United Nations
involving the procurement of young
boys for foreign diplomats.” According
to one Washington investigative reporter,
“the ring is said by investigators to
number a dozen permanent U.N. em-
ployees, ‘including high consular of-
ficials,’ according to one well-placed
source with first-hand knowledge of the
allegations.”

According to that reporter, the allega-
tions include the story of a foreign
domestic worker who was kept at an em-
bassy against her will and sexually
abused (sort of a sexual “any port in a
storm” approach among these foreign
diplomats, it seems) and a rather lurid ac-
count of how the ring works. “The nor-
mal method of procurement, the source
explained, was for U.N. personnel to im-
port a mother and child to work in a
foreign diplomatic mission. Sexual ad-
vances are made, and if the child is
susceptible, the ‘chicken’ is passed
around by the ring. If the mother com-
plains, she is sent home."”

One interesting footnote to all this: Ac-
cording to gay sources in Washington,
the police informant who assisted in the
raid on Washington male escort services
is now in New York, allegedly working
with a grand jury there on a similar proj-
ect. Look for the story to open in a
theater near you soon.

THE FBI AND HOMOS, CONTD.
Meanwhile, the FBI has sent a note to
Congress outlining how it plans to re-
spond to charges that it has been spying
on gays for more than 30 years. First, it
will provide information only on files
opened since January 1977, thus con-
veniently leaving out all the files opened
before that date and perhaps still open at
this time. Secondly, it will research only
the area dealing with national security,
thus leaving out all the other areas that in-
vestigations have allegedly been con-
cerned with. (For example, in The AD-
VOCATE article, Issue 346, it was shown
that the Mattachine Society had been
filed under organizations that were misus-
ing police uniforms.) Anyway, none of
this has impressed Rep. Don Edwards (D-
Calif.), who requested the FBI response,
and it is expected that he will ask the FBI
to get it together as first requested. The

FBI had planned to release its sanitized
explanations in about a month.

It should also be noted that during this
entire exchange, the FBI has been telling
Washington press corps members that it
is important to have an FBI presence in
gay bars in places like Washington, New
York and the Silicon Valley area of
California. What has been particularly
disappointing is the number of reporters
who have responded to this news by say-
ing it makes sense to them.

FALWELL'S FOLLIES

Rev. Jerry Falwell has been in the news
again, this time for telling lies. Apparent-
ly Falwell sent out a letter asking for
donations to replace a radio transmitter
tower that vandals had knocked over.
What Falwell forgot to mention in his let-
ter was that the entire loss was covered
by insurance. Now Falwell says he will
tell those who sent money that the dollars
will go for improved facilities, but that
if they misunderstood and want their
money back, they can request a refund.

Meanwhile, another report on Falwell
has just surfaced that should interest AD-
VOCATE readers. At the request of the
Laucks Foundation, Dr. Walter Capps, a
professor of religious studies at UC Santa
Barbara, spent a week in Lynchburg,
Va., to look at Falwell's work. In a report
to the foundation, dated Feb. 4, 1982,
Capps describes a Wednesday-night
prayer service, attended by more than
4,000 people, which included this
episode starring Our Friend Jerry:

"He tells of a gay bar that has just
opened in downtown Lynchburg, not far
from the City Hall. He asks the song
leader if he knows the address. Startled,
his sheepish response 'no’ brings laughter
to the congregation. Falwell tells about
the night he and his wife sat in their car
across the street from the bar “and
watched ‘all of the strange people going
in and out of there." He tells of the two
male associates he had directed to go in-
to a gay bar in Washington, not far from
the White House, just to find out what
was going on. ‘We dressed them up real
sweet," he says, 'got ‘em smelling good,
had them wear these tight britches, got
them sashaying back and forth, and gave
them a small camera. Trouble is they got
so fascinated with what they saw that they
forgot to get any pictures. [Laughter].
You know what I should have done that
night? I should have telephoned the bar
and said, ‘Hello, this is Jerry Falwell. Is
my photographer there? That's what [
should have done [more laughter].”

Alka Seltzer, anyone? ®

CORRECTION: In the recent ADVO-
CATE article on the FBI (“Has the FBI
Been in Your Closet?” Issue 346), the
quotations attributed to Dr. C.A. Tripp
regarding the Kinsey Institute’s involve-
ment with the CIA were in error. The
quotations should have been attributed to
a second source, close to Kinsey at that
time, and not to Tripp. Tripp maintains
that Kinsey did have conversations with
American security officials, including
those from the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices (OSS), and later the CIA, but does
not specifically state that advice was
given on the operation of a brothel.
Tripp's corrections of the quotations at-
tributed to him were provided to The
ADVOCATE before release of the story
but following printing. The ADVOCATE
and author Larry Bush deeply regret the
error.



