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With this issue, we bid farewell to Barbara Smith, who has been
the designer of The Center Magazine since November, 1975.

Ms. Smith continued and enhanced the magazine’s design MARCH 1380
tradition begun by her predecessor, Lauri Provencher — a
tradition which has earned for our publication high praise and
great respect and a reputation as being among the best of the o 2 A TIME FOR RENEWAL
quality magazines being published in the United States today. AT THE CENTER
Barbara Smith’s definition of professional included not i Walter H. Capps
only craft considerations, but also an intense personal concern.
for every facet of each issue of the Magazine. This concern was 5 THE CASE FOR AN
evident on more than one occasion when she directed queries : ENVIRONMENTAL ETHIC
our way concerning the sense or the grammar of a sometimes A Discussion with Robert Cahn

murky passage in anarticle or report.

Ms. Smith plans to expand her free-lance design work in
Los Angeles — work which now promises to take her into a
number of new publishing ventures. We wish her every success
in the years ahead, and we record here our gratitude for both
the finesse which she brought to her work and the fidelity 22 TELLING ONE'S STORY
with which she did that work. Barbara Myerhoff

Our new designer is Sarah Mollett, a native of Ohio who
studied fine art and design at the University of Cincinnati and
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Miami University of Ohio. She is presently studying calligraphy 41 THE NEW RHETORIC AS
under master calligrapher Roger Marcus. . AN ARCHITECTONIC AND

Ms. Mollett is art assistant on the Santa Barbara Times, PRODUCTIVE ART
a new monthly magazine. She has also served as graphic artist Richard McKeon
with CRM Books, a college textbook publisher; Politics Today, ! :
Los Angeles Magazine; and Petersen Publishing Company, 54 THE LESSONS OF
publisher of special-interest magazines. Ms. Mollett has her ' BERKELEY
own design and calligraphy studio in Santa Barbara. Joseph P. Lyford

We welcome Sarah Mollett to The Center Magazine. We 58 Discussion

~ look forward. - : 5 L Iy NPy ;
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IL has been a time of complicated transition. And
we're not through all of it yet. But some very
good things have come into place. The Center has
moved from Eucalyptus Hill into a newly refurbished
building on the campus of the University of Cali-
fornia — just a stone’s throw from the shoreline of
the Pacific Ocean. We have a talented, enthusiastic,
and energetic staff. The university has been most
generous. University Chancellor Robert Hutten-
back, the chairman of our board, has given the
Center a great deal of his time and attention. Mem-
bers of the newly constituted Fund for the Republic,
as well as members of the former board of directors,
have been encouraging and supportive. We are on
the way toward renewal and revitalization.

Our goal will be what the Center’s goal has al-
ways been: to work to clarify the basic issues within
the democratic society. The Center Magazine is a
reliable indicator of topics on which attention is and
will be focused. The current issue takes up such
matters as nuclear energy, the vitality of city life,
problems of the aged, a society in transition, current
political issues, environmental concerns, and the
architectonic possibilities of “the new rhetoric.”
And during the month of January we had dialogue

: r ye sessions on such topics as “Undergraduate Educa-
A lm e Or tional Reform: The Harvard Plan,” “Attitudes To-
ward America by Americans Now Living in Asia,”

and “Background of the Current Crisis in Iran.”
These dialogue sessions will continue as the
enewa Center’s principal activity. To this end, we are
planning to reconstitute the Fellows’ program. At
the same time, we will have a number of interest
groups made up of specialists who will meet to do
at. t- e e nte r joint research and study on selected public affairs
problems. In addition, we will soon announce major
conferences now in the planning stages. We also
wish to provide more opportunity for the general
by Walter H . CappS public topparticipate in E(I:me of our ventures. We
recognize, too, that there are many good ways to
communicate the results of our work. In short, the
move to the campus has given us new incentives

and resources for a fresh start.

Guiding the Center’s work throughout is Robert
Maynard Hutchins’ conviction that “justice and
freedom, discussion and criticism, intelligence and

character are the indispensable ingredients of the
democratic state. We can be rich and powerful with-

Walter Capps has been named Director of the Robert
Maynard Hutchins Center for the Study of Demo-
cratic Institutions by the Center’s Board of Directors.
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out them, but not for long.” This grasp of the dy-
namics of a political society brought the Center
into existence and will continue to shape our own
vision and work.

While our purposes are much the same as they
were in the beginning, the circumstances today are
remarkably different. After all, the Center was
founded in 1959. The post-World War II situation
in America greatly influenced its original agenda.
Established, at least in part, to safeguard civil liber-
ties and personal freedom, and to strengthen human

WALTER H. CAPPS

rights, the Center worked diligently to identify real
and potential threats to the democratic state. Neces-
sarily, it had to call into question the nation’s pri-
mary institutions. It could not allow the debilitating
and depersonalizing tendencies, then rampant, to
continue unchecked. The same effort must be ex-
erted today, of course, for the threats to the vitality
of a democratic society are perennial and recurrent.

Yet, this is 1980, not 1959. One gets some sense
of the difference when one recalls that the Center
was founded while Dwight Eisenhower was Presi-
dent of the United States. Its fundamental goals

were established years before there was much talk
about a counter-culture. Twenty years ago the nation
had not been through the agony of a war it had no
real opportunity to win. Our history had known no
such Presidency as that of Richard M. Nixon. And
1959 was not a year in which very much thought
was given to the progressive emancipation of minor-
ity peoples. Nor were there any tested and tutored
ways of dealing with cross-cultural encounters, with
the ways in which deep-seated religious orientations
affect relations between cultures and nations, such
as we are witnessirig today in Iran. Then, in 1959,
the society had embarked upon a prolonged period
of plenty; today it is an era of scarcity, particularly
with respect to rapidly diminishing nonrenewable
resources. There had been in 1959 no large awaken-
ing of environmental and ecological sensitivities.

Put all of it together and one recognizes that we
have lived through about as much upheaval in the
past two decades as it is possible to assimilate. In-
deed, we have not yet assimilated it; we could not
have assimilated it. For, while working virtually
behind schedule to sort out the economic and polit-
ical ramifications, we haven’t yet turned to face
fully the philosophical, moral, and ethical issues.

Hence, from every side we are encouraged to
re-establish the dialogue. This means increasing the
rigor and quality of the dialogue among the persons
who sit at the Center’s table. It means re-establish-
ing a dialogue among the various segments and
interests of a sometimes confused, severely frag-
mented, yet still hopeful society. It also involves
discerning the working assumptions of the public
dialogue. And through it all we must work to re-
establish the link between present human needs and
those tested moral and intellectual traditions in
which the “indispensable ingredients of the demo-
cratic state” can be rediscovered.

We believe that this is what Robert Maynard
Hutchins would have us do were he here to guide
the endeavor. In carrying on in his memory, we
also wish to claim his vision. And in carrying it out
within the context of the university, which was
Robert Hutchins’ natural intellectual habitat, we
know our endeavor will be supported by a passion-
ate search for truth. Indeed, in this respect, we shall
take the best from what the university is able to
give us, and we shall treat it as data — not yet as
finished products —to be more rigorously inter-
preted. We shall continue to find our resources else-
where, too — in public policy-making, in the work-
ings of the professions, indeed wherever creativity
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and the imagination are allowed to range free. And
we shall resist turning the Center’s program into
exclusively academic work.

The Center has always been good at analysis. It
is time now to become also prescriptive; it is time
to put some of the pieces together again. The Center
has prided itself on being an effective “early warn-
ing system” to identify threats to the democratic
state before they become more generally percep-
tible. It is time now also to distinguish between
threats and eloquent calls for transformation.

THE CENTER MAGAZINE

Robert Hutchins once said that the work of the
Center was so necessary to society’s vitality that
there should be a Center in every community. Not
every community has a Center, of course. Indeed,
after twenty years, there is still only one Center for
the Study of Democratic Institutions.

It is properly named now. It has access to the
proper combination of resources. And while we
are finding our way and testing our approaches, we
ask for your continued support. For our part, we
shall work hard to merit your esteem.




