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suNDinrFOiniM
Students send message of peace
By Walter H. Cappe

Hi hp jpason nf poarc on Karth and
■ Rood will I'amp parly for mp lliis
■ yt!ar. Tlip spIIIuk was thp Asian 
m ciiy i)f Altna-Ain. dppp within ihp

SoviPl I'niiin. iiparly 2,000 mllps from 
Moscow, and 14 limp rones away from 
•Sanla Baibara

I was tliprp, togplhcr with follow Santa 
Harbarans Kini> Harris and David 
Cronshnw as mombors nf llip Ampriran 
doIPKalion of Violnam War-rolalPd ppo-

Wiilli'i II. Capitn in 
prDfi-.nso 
rrliuioti.

,\7BTM w.s’«.
‘ y pmfrnHornf

tyliKioiiH sluJic.1 at

p|p. to mppt with Sovipl volprans of Ihp 
Afrhanislan war Most of Ihosp in otir 
proiip. incliidlnR Harris, had served in 
Vielnam (dhers of usipsycholoRlsts, med
ical specialist.'., reporters wrilprs. pence 
advocates and pdocalorsi had been invit 
ed to monitor and interpret tbe historic 
exchange, and to facilitate the proceed-
lllRS

On the third day of the two-week en- 
eoiiiilpr wp were invited to meet with 
some university students and facility for 
what was hilled as "a debate" about simi
larities and differences between the two 
wars The debate never nialerialired In- 
.stead, we used the lime In share impres
sions about each other s country, oiir re
spective roles in Hie world and why we 
continue to act lowarti each other in a 
confrontaliniial manner

.-\t the close of this iitiiisiially lively ses
sion. I was iiiiexpeclaiitiy approached by 
Iw'i faciill.t members and several students 
with an invitation to return to the cainpiis 
the nevi ilay to deliver a public lecture In 
our d'seiission:. I hud been makiiip, refer
ences to some current social and cultural 
trends in oiir society They wanted to hear

The next day. at the appointed hour. I 
did what was asked of me Hut in elosinR 
my address. I spoke more directly and 
candidly to the students and faculty, bc- 
lievInR that I also was representini! the 
people hero at home who had encouraRed 
me to travel there

I reminded the .students of the meetings 
that had taken place between President 
Iteagan and tienenil Secretary Gorba
chev In fad. on that very day, Gorbachev 
was again in the Gulled Stales, this time 
to address the ilniled Nations in New 
York Cily I qui'ted the line lliat Reagan 
had borrowed from Ralpb Waldo Emer
son. Hint "there is no history, only biogra
phy," when welcoming Gorbachev to 
Washington just one .vear ago Reagan 
hud intended the statement to reinforce 
the conviction that human beings are re
sponsible for their actions; Hl.slory can
not be reduced to invisible forces and in
evitable tendencies And, though there 
was hardly a Rill di.sriissinn of the philo
sophical basis of this conviction, Gorba
chev agreed that when individuals arc 
given the opportunity to work for peace, 
they must accept this responsibility. I 
riled this conversation as a noteworthy 
exchange

Then I recalled that at Hie 1987 summit. 
Reagan assured Gorbachev that our two 
nations are linked by "sorncthing deeper 
than ideology and politics." He identilled 
this bond as "the deepest hungers of Hie 
human heart, hungers shared by all" 
yiioling Pre.sident Thomas JelTcrson. 
Reagan obsened that all of us are "born 
to frei'dorn." since "the need for freedom 
is more basic than the need for food."

On his own occasions. Gorbachev has 
made a similar obscrvatieii. attesting that 
"man does not live by bread alone," to 
which he frequently adds that "neither 
does man live by modern material goods " 
Instead. Gorbachev cont«^.;is. human life 
is shaped "by truth, knowledge, jii.slire. 
freedom and a cultivated Inimaiieness." 
When talking Hus way. Gortiachev has in
sisted that perestroika stands for more 
than political revoliiliun Us richer con
text lies in the moral and spiritual realm 
Repeatedly the Sovii't leader has pleaded 
that "withoiil ciiltiire, there is no peres
troika I repeated this statement, obsen- 
ing that Gorbachev likes to borrow lines.

loo. One of his (avorites comes from the 
writings of Andrei Planlonow, the great 
Russian novelist who has affirmed that 
"the life of the spirit Is the basis of exis
tence "

From this rich intellectual background, 
my own plea to those assembled in the 
crowded leclii-e hall was that we live and 
work together in deepest reverence of our 
common humanity "We arc human be
ings first." I continued, "and everylhing 
else IS secondary. We arc not Russians 
and Americans first, but we are human 
beings"

By now the group was applauding aRer 
each line, without waiting for the transla
tion from English to Russian to be com
pleted "Neither can ive create the world 
from ideology, whether Soviet ideology or 
American ideology, for ideology, like na
tional identity. Is secondary." The ap
plause grew louder. The faces were hap
py. They vtere urging me to continue. "We 
must protect and nurture this fragile 
planet, in whatever time Is still available 
to us. from the dictates of our common hu
manity "

For the remainder of the talk. I found 
mv text in the radiance of their faces "My 
students would want me to tell you that 
they are not angry with you," I ventured. 
They do not wish to fight with you. They 
do not regard you as their enemy, and 
they hope that you will not regard them ns 
your enemy. But they are curious about 
you. and know you are curious about 
them." The appiaiisc resounded They 
would like to meet you. They would like to 
talk with you. They are eager to under
stand you." One of the .studeids shouted 
• friendship'" Another called "tell them to 
visit us." to which another countered, 
"no. better that we should go to Califor
nia ■' And laughter pervaded the meeting 
hull

I proposed that until we could meet 
more easily, we should read each other's 
literature, study each other's history, lis
ten to each other's music and hecome fa
miliar with each other's art "I.el us share 
our insight.s. our knowledge, "ur hopes." I 
continued. But Itefore 1 could get to the 
end of the concluding line, "lei us, you 
and I. become human beings together." it 
was as if everyone was talking or shouting 
at once. Most came forward to thank me 
for coming, some to shake my hand or 
touch my sleeve, explaining that they had

never even seen an American before. Sev
eral gave me Iheir names and addresses 
so that students in Santa Barbara could 
write !o them As ! looked into their eyes. 
1 knew for certain that whatever ut, '.tes us 
as human beings i." far more trustworthy 
than whatever divides us I also under
stood that peace is fostered when Ir.ve

llMeotU>i

conquers fear
Clutching the slips of paper on which 

the students had written their names. I 
returned (him the Soviet Union, along 
with Harris and Cronshaw, a few days be
fore Christmas. Now, in the spirit of this 
season. I beiieve that I. too, have become 
a bearer of precious gifis.


