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remarkable conversations leave one with
hope, even in the face of threatening
statistics.

Jeffrey H. Mahan

The Rise of Selfishness in the
United States.

By James Lincoln Collier. Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 308 pp., $24.95.

The timing couldn’t be better: here is
the first full-length documentary work on
the pervasive shift toward self-seeking,
self-indulgence and self-gratification in
contemporary America. James Lincoln
Collier asks the obvious question: how
did a society that once prized self-restraint
reverse the direction of its motivational
pulls so thoroughly and dramatically?

He draws on a survey of influential so-
cial codes of the past 90 years. In the course
of his treatise, he provides vivid insight
into the Victorian period, traditional rural
America and city life, and how the indi-
vidual and collective aspirations of these
times and places were reflected in art,
music, literature and recreational pursuits.

Collier offers a searching commentary
on the consequences of exclusive devo-
tion to self-enjoyment. Children have
been abandoned, Collier contends, and
the acquisition of private goods has come
at the expense of public goods. People
waste money on items of self-indulgence,
while the goods and services necessary to
individual health and a resilient society
go begging for support. Self-seekers
ignore the law, having talked themselves
into believing that rules and regulations
apply primarily to other people. Many
give the desire to satisfy wants and wish-
es priority over concerns about the com-
mon good.

Charles Taylor has written a number
of philosophical treatises that culminate
in similar conclusions. Taylor believes
that social and cultural life are diminished
when people direct every effort toward
regulating and negotiating competing
rights and privileges. At some point indi-
viduals must pay attention to the dictates
of the good life. Collier takes such
thoughts, Americanizes them thoroughly,
and applies their chilling but arresting
implications to the current scene.

Walter H. Capps

Plan to attend the 1992

Institute

August 3-6, 1992

ers, including;:

* David H.C. Read
* Aida Spencer

——

Summer Ministry

at Yale University AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MINISTRY

Strengthen your ministry this summer at the 1992
Summer Ministry Institute at Yale, sponsored by the
American Academy of Ministry. Enjoy courses
taught by some of the nation's finest ministry lead-

plus worship led by Gardner C. Taylor and others.
Enrollment is limited to 150, so send for information
today by writing: Summer Ministry Institute,
American Academy of Ministry, 1529 Cesery Blvd.,
Jacksonville, FL 32211, or call (toll free):

(800) 288-9673

* John Killinger
* Gabriel Fackre
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