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Correction

In Kevin Hadduck's poem “Hand writing” (August 24-31), line 12 should read, “The angle of a feath-

er draws my eyes” (not “angel of a feather”). Our apologies for the error.
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treatments of contcmporary Catholic
conservatism. Especially important is
his insistence on its lay character, as
well as on the parallels between it and
concurrent liberal movements in
American Catholicism.

At the same time, the book has sig-
nificant flaws. Structurally, the transi-
tion from a chronological treatment to
two biographical chapters is jarring
and does little to advance the argu-
ment. Moreover, it is hard to under-

stand why Allitt chose to devote a
whole chapter to two such marginal
figures as John Lukacs and Thomas
Molnar. Serious intellectuals though
they were, neither had the public
presence of Buckley or Russell Kirk,
who is cursorily treated. The epilogue
which deals with the bishops’ pastorals
on war and peace (1983) and on the
economy (1986) is an attempt to con-
temporize the work and is notably in-
ferior to the earlier chapters.

Henri | M. Nouwen
shares the many
ways that
we live

in the
caring
preserice
of God.
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In his personal and insightful style, Nouwen looks at the everyday-
ness of life and perceives places new and old where God dwells and
calls. He invites us all to experience living in that presence.

Henri Nouwen speaks of finding joy in the midst of the pressures of
life, even during times of grief and suffering. He writes of the family
with its gifts and pains; of the difficulties and rewards of prayer; of

compassion for oneself and others; of the lifelong process of

conversion; and of the great benefits of the disciplined life.

“If we could just be, for a few minutes each day, fully where we are,
. we would indeed discover that we are not alone and that the One who
is with us wants only one thing: to give us love.”—HENRI ].M. NOUWEN

$14.95 at bookstores or from

CROSSROAD

370 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10017
1-800-937-5557
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Conceptually, Allitt is unclear in |
construction of contemporary Cathr
lic conservatism. He argues that G,
Wills has moved toward the left in K
cent years but still seems to type k;,
as conservative. Similarly, thosy,
John Noonan’s magisterial work ,?
abortion, A Private Choice (197
shows his conservatism, earlier wr;
ings on usury and contraception reve,
him to he a far more complex figure
different set of categories might haz,
made for more plausible analysis. Hg,
Allitt placed his subjects on a continy,
um ranging from libertarian to corn,
munitarian rather than conservative y,
liberal, his analysis would have bee,
more cogent.

Finally, Allitt’s affinity for his sub
jects sometimes leads to the graty
itous slurring of their opponents, as i:
the comment that Mary Daly’s femi
nist critique took her out of the chure!
and “so far as she could legally arrang:
it, out of the company of men alto-
gether, but not out of Boston Colleges
theology department.” Still, Allitt ks
done the historiography of American
Catholicism a service. His attempt se-
riously to examine recent Catholic
conservatism both establishes a con-
text and lays the groundwork for fuar-
ther study.

The Revenge of God: The Resur-
gence of Islam, Christianity and
Judaism.in the Modern World.

By Gilles Kepel. Pennsylvania
State University Press, 215 pp.,
$35.00; paperback, $14.95.

HAT TRADITIONAL religion
has been giving secularism 2
run for its money is widel
acknowledged. That this
resurgence is not simply an American
phenomenon but is to be found
throughout the world is also increas-
ingly recognized. How all thigjs to be
understood and explained is not as
certain, however, nor are the social,
cultural, political and religious cir-
cumstances from which this resur-
gence draws. Gilles Kepel, who teach-

Reviewed by Walter H. Capps, professor
of religious studies at the University of
California, Santa Barbara.



at the Institute of Political Studies
paris, offers a provocative, com-
Jling thesis.

In brief. the catalyst for religious
surgence is a deep moral and spiri-
al disquietude with modernity. The
cial upheavals and cultural innova-
ms of the 1960s and 1970s were too
dical and sweeping to be easily ac-
ymmodated. In addition, they of-
red insufficient spiritual nurture.
eligious movements are functioning
; powerful social critics, underscor-
e “the undeniable evidence of a
eep malaise in society that can no
mger be interpreted in terms of our
rditional categories of thought.” In
ome instances, as under fundamen-
alist sponsorship, traditional religious
elief and practice are being restored
th a vengeance. In other instances,
he efforts are less combative. But the
ntention is much the same every-
vhere: to help re-establish the spiritu-
il conditions upon which traditional
jocieties rest, conditions that have
been challenged or supplanted during
the time of pervasive social and cultur-
al change.

In this excellent book, it is almost if
Kepel had seized upon the spirit of
Stephen Carter’s argument in The
Culture of Disbelief and applied it to
the three dominant religious tradi-
tions of the Western world. His
achievement includes approaching
resurgent fundamentalism as a subject
that belongs with other examples of
religious revitalization and can be ana-
hzed within the framework of com-
parative studies of religion. Finally,
Kepel has provided powerful evi-
dence that societies cannot forever
move away from their inherent reli-
gious and cultural roots.

My Sweetheart’s House.
By Robert Drake. Mercer Univer-
ity Press, 184 pp., $18.95.

N The Interpretation of Dreams
Freud uses the telescope as a
model of consciousness: the light
rays of simple perception con-
verge on the lenses of memory to pro-
duce emotion. The telescope is a good
model of healthful fiction, which
mixes perception and reflection. The

unhealthful fiction that floods our
bookstores offers perception but of-
fers little reflection. We are famished
for fiction in which reflection con-
fronts perception, refusing the turn-
ing away that exemplifies repression
of memory. We should be delighted,
then, with Robert Drake’s My Sweet-
heart’s House, whose subtitle “Memo-
ries, Fictions” announces that he will
not abandon fiction’s traditional role
as an instrument of validation and
evaluation.

A typical story is “Queen Anne
Front, Mary Anne Behind.” The nar-
rator recalls the old house located
across from his family’s house that had
been Victorianized and added on to as
the Kings—their status stated by their
surname—flourished and increased.
The narrator, an “only child, born late
in the day to middle-aged parents,” re-
alizes now that he had often appeared

Reviewed by Lewis A. Lawson, professor
of English at the University of Mary-
land in College Park.

at the Kings’s door with a cup—to be
filled always with some relational ex-
perience, time with a grandfather,
some older siblings or even a shiftless
uncle.

The vitality of the King house is
beautifully illustrated by the attention
given to the porte-cochere, “which
somehow served to inform the Kings
and their lives for me,” first as the por-
tal for prime perceptions, then, in
time, as the point for departures—to
college, marriage, work and death. Fi-
nally the house contained only the
widow King, whose children lived in
Memphis or Nashville. When the
now-grown narrator would visit her on
his trips home, she would delight him
with stories about the house of King
and about lesser Woodpville. She also
told him that when she was first left
alone she “thought she would die.”
But as time went on, the house, with
all its stories, became a companion:
the house “was the story of her life,
she said, maybe even of a whole way of
life. And really it was about as much
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DEAN OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY

The Graduate School of Psychology, one of three graduate
schools at Fuller Theological Seminary, offering APA-accred-
ited clinical psychology degrees (Ph.D. and Psy.D.) as well as
an AAMFT-accredited marriage and family therapy master’s degree
(M.S.) and other doctoral degrees (D.M.ET. and Ph.D.), invites
applications for the position of dean. The dean provides leadership
for and coordinates academic programs, policies, planning, person-
nel, and budgeting. Additional responsibilities include leadership of
various institutes and centers, external and alumni/ae relations, as
well as fund-raising activities. Assisting the dean are two associate
deans and director of the Psychological Center. The dean is expected
to be a competent teacher, published scholar, and active researcher.
Previous experience in academic leadership is desired.

The dean is expected to have a firm commitment to biblical
and historical Christianity, sound Christian character, and strong
.evangelical faith. Fuller Theological Seminary is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Women and ethnic minorities are encouraged to apply.
Please send written applications or inquiries by November 15 to:

Dr. Robert K. Johnston, Provost

FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
135 N. Oakland Avenue ® Pasadena, CA 91182
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