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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST NOVEMBER 9, 1975
11:00 A.M., HENDRICKS CHAPEL, SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
A SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR KINGDOMTIDE

TODAY'S MUSIC

Prelude: Sonata II (lst movement) « Paul Hindemith
Processional Hymn: Pg. 27 "Immortal Invisible,
God Only wise" St. Denio
Hymn of the Week: Pg. 58 "We Come Unto Our Father's
God" Nun Fruet Euch
Recessional Hymn: Pg.478 "Lead On, O King Eternal” Lancashire
Anthem: Cantate Domino Heinrich Schutz

TODAY'S READINGS

First Reading: Hosea 11:1-4, 8-=9: "How can I give you up,
O Ephraim!”
Second Reading: I Thessalonians 5:1-11: "You are not in darkness,
brethren.
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30: "T have made five talents
' move." :

\ i,

TODAY'S LEADERS

Leader: Dean McCombe
Preacher: Dr. Capps
Readers: Ashok Kalai, Class of '76

i
Paul Waldner, Class of '75 ““

Vice Chancellor Michael O. Sawyer will be the guest at Monday Munchies
tomorrow at 11:45 a.m. in Dean McCombe's office. His topic will be
"Administration at Syracuse University”. All are welcome.

Chapel Board will meet in Dean McCombe's office following the Wednesday
Communion Service, which is held in the North Wing of the Chapel at 5:15
P.Me

Dean McCombe will preach at next Sunday's service. In bpreparation, please

recad the following: Malachi 2:1-10; I Thessalonians 2:8-13: Matthew 23:
1-12.

Any students interested in working in local churches weekends are asked
to call Darrell Fasching, Ext. 3-2901, for further information.

Chapel Board is collecting food and clothing for needy families for the
Thanksgiving holiday. ‘Please bring non-perishable food items and cloth-
ing to the Dean's office in the basement of Hendricks Chapel weekdays
from 2.00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Eendricks Chapel will. present the first in a series of Performers'
certs next Sunday evening at 8:00 p.m. Timothy Albrecht, Organist,
2 doctoral candidate at the Eastman School of Music. These concerts
are open to the public.

Con~-
is

Faculty and students are Invited to the wine and cheese party at Com~-
munity House every Friday from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. All are welcome.



Meditation en II. Thessalonians 5:l=ll Hendrix Chapel, Syracuse, NY
November 9, 1975

The meditation this morgiing is based on the Epistle Lesson for the
day, the text from the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians,

the first eleven verses of chapter 5 “ ¢ >
: “A
JS, e b hpsd

[ read the passage again

On first reading I couldn't help but reflect on an experience I had a
(n—a——td-vqihg1f : ‘.;ul
a few years when I met Norman O. Brown for the first time. E&ans,la Yo~
It was at a faculty Sot8®d in California, at Santa Cruz, and = # il
during the course of the introductioniﬂfrior to the meeting, 4
upon meeting me, Norman O. Brown saiiz’ "I've been wanting to “ 'S&“‘“A
meet you for some time."
Neastt

which flattered me, of course... C¢514\'.7EUO,

and then he added: "I understand you are a Christian..." ok .

oW ) o, ;
I hesitated a 1litt etﬂnot quite knowing what to make of this,

or how to respond immediately in a faculty groupes...

So, he went on, "You are a Christian, aren't you?"

And I said, "Yes, I am a Christian, but I'm not sure you and

I would understand that in the same way."

He responded, ''oh, we could agree quickly on what it is to be
a Christian..."
I waited.

He said, "A Christian is one who is praying the last words of
the New Testament fervently."

I looked at him.

He went on, '"you do remember the last words of the New Testament,

don't you?"

I acknowledged that I did., And then together we spoke them,
"Come quickly, Lord Jesus." /hot D weskh cww-‘ M&M bond
c:f( I cite this encounter this merning because fhe Epistle lesson ieswn Shtewd . &'s
' e OXpwts the St dnit, e
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In our lesson, we are given a ”rm.“m glimpse into the

life 0! &t'%rlotlul in Thuohiontcufnin the lst century, ae s,
among tint-smoration Ohristtan-...

T ] L 4“ W
gt &ﬂ"{ v{“ lbout them ni-ply by ruding Paul's 1otton to thn....

\D
" g 4o Hhe Jilled

& ‘ A
kJ v. “‘ r.mdt u I “idg that they are fir.t-gon.r‘tion‘Chﬂ‘tin...“
“‘7 Their ‘enthusissms ‘are atin :I.argo and 3163, shoLasRnbit “ge

- &. o 38 Bi ot , $4 ol uporure Lo
“ m llao.gqthor that luch of thoir oduution into matters religious
becn suppl:led b; St. Paul. Saed SHLs 4 Ve

'had bnn with thom on several earlier occu‘g,o}u.,..

gl GRECTH e AD

: ' and ho is usi thia‘ lettor as a nwg_ of rq’nindipngqth-
“5‘." et things he has already taught thon... DE
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It is alse apparent that their initiatien inte the ways of
the Christian faith was accompanied by a large dose of
spirit-filled actioen..

There were me ecstatic persons among them....
Some had experienced what it is to be filled with the Spirit...

If they were around today, we'd probably call them chariamatica‘~a~ oy

&F we'd probably suspect that they had had some exposure to
pentecostalisme..

For them, being a Christian was a very inward thing.#m.
Intellectual understanding wouldn't have been e\ough. .

______ They reallyfelt moved by the spirit.a=

:?i Also, the letters of Paul make clear that thmk¥hekxkXbmEkxhx

many of the Thessalonians reeddy felt compelled Lhd£¢A£M7
tox change their ways < th clangetheir ways-radieaily ==

when they became Christius.MM
- T sl poand Friva fo g

There sme evidence that they were idol worshippers before, s
and that they have given up the idels now that they have become
filled with the Spirit, gée
It is also apparent that a lot of them liked to party a lot....
There are references to previous wild orgies<jar 0, kwL +
A lot of them liked to drink a lot ... wﬂ“‘:“‘ meadk #“W,
in fact, drink too mchw% ’UW f - =
And some of them had even returned to former drinking practices....
It also seems as if their parties provided for male-female
exchanges of a rather free and even sordid nature....
The reason we can infer this is that some of them, after
becoming Christians, thought it appropriate to avoid relations
with members of the oppesite sex altogether...
even marriage relationshipS....

Like with parties, orgies, dkiik and drink, they felt this an area Aml
better left completely alene...

‘t&;‘ [
T e e ad
Then there is thewwo\f hostility in the letters“..“.—o. Wl“\ﬁ“

t persons in the same area were hostile to the Christians... -
\kauqmg‘l'l!w had suffered a lot because of their profession of Ghiiwbien

not just mental suffering, but afflictions and even persecution..
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" In other words, it wasn't easy to be the way they had become...
The environment didn't suppert their religious preferences...
They were a minority in the land....
—_———
a rather obvious minority...

Se, it was understandable that they had many questiens....

Net simply questions of clarification about things they had been

taught...
but deep,x searching questions about what would happen next...

e gain

Because some didn't know what would happen next, they had

drifted into idleness....
About these St. Paul said, "if a person doesn't work, he shouldn't

be allowed to eat..."
And yet it was somewhat understandable that some among them

would fall idle...
For the expectation was that Jesus would come againeese

They thought rather soen.
If someone had happened on to the scene and had asked the Thessalonian
Christians what they were doing, kkekxkmkkd he would have heard them
say, "well, we are waiting for Jesus to. return..."

FhekprakXexkiksxkkhk And, of course, if you are waiting for Jesus
to return, to change everything, there isn't

much point in stering up treasures on earth;a»
or in making long-range earthly plans e

or in making sure your projects and

Mﬁ 3 investments are in order...
o Theproblem is that they had been waiting for some time, and

they had begun to wonder if they had understoed the situatien

properly...

Why hadn't Jesus come...?
How long could they maintain their enthusiasms...?

Whakxcmhidx How could they keep the expectation alive...?

In other words, they wanted a better sense of the sequence of
things to come....
So xkexk they turned to their teacher for advice...
And to make matters worse, he was unable to come see
them, although he said that he really wanted to...
S0 they had to depend upon themx mails for answers

to these fundamental questions... This is background to
St.Paul's letter.



T o ndy we hate s, St 420
#8 tells them first that they rewddw don't need teo knew anything
more about the times and seasons... when this will happen...
when that will happen....
Te get all of that schemed out in advance, to be able to predict

days and times and heurs, is to miss the point....

The event is to be a surprise...
It will sneak up on them when they least expect it...
It will shock them....
The day will come, Paul says, like a thief in the night...
But he does add that they can know something about the conditiens
which might prompt the coming of kkekRmy that Day...

That is, when pkmbXkxkxbxkikikek members of their

own company begin to announce that they have peace and

Vﬂ““’““haw security .. nothing te worry about any longer....

Jibs 5 then they should get worried, and remember that the
302 day will come like a thief in the night...

i C They should &x also know that the day will be accompanied by a

d““ﬁ' lot of terrer...

It will scare them...
It will strongly affect them....so much so that they

will be involved totally in the event... 1like a woman

lb“d&c

But then he suddeziy switches it from terror to comfort...
4

And he tells them to think of the coming of that day &=

according to another image than that of the thief sneaking

31v1ng blrth to a childeseos
E—

up on them, or breaking in on them, in the
middle of the night... ww—gheifd

He says, in effect, but this is to use night imagery...

ML‘\‘ You Thessalonians don't bebng to the night -- you belong to
MG A ad. bl s Lle dan Lush -
Let's consider all of this as something that eoccurs

\4"‘ Q«X* in daylight...s

Then, comes the lesson::
Thessalonians -~ don't be like people of the night....

stumbling around there... without clear sense of direction...

.»> | S el
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But be sober ...
Be watchful...
Be aware ...
Be perceptive ...

SR ETER 1Y W ) &g’tl b8 Qﬁd :

Paul writes:: "For you are all sons of light and sons of the Z;‘

day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
Se then let us not sleep, as others do, but let

——

us keep aware and be sober."

And then he goes on to reaffirm the message he told them

from the beginning:

There are several lessons in it, I think, for uss or, perhaps, these are

only some observations:

The first is simply to call attention to the commanding visien....
the expectation that the end is immanent...
e« that they are living, as William Thempsen might say,
at the edge of historye.e..
in the closing moments of time...

Though the visien is never enunciated in full, we can

perceive its influences:

It implies that there be ne ever-investment in the things ef
the world.....

-= No 32‘!:5 and calculating about where we want to be

Sdﬁ)‘a}" at a certain stage of life....
-- a very sober critique of the attempt to get our kicks

6"5:‘)% from day to day successeS.....

3ﬂﬂ“4’ Because the end is immanent, there is liberation from many ef

the world's emgx enticements ... yn« IR \qwﬁl
hwdd ebxy ®

There is freedom from the distortion that we can rely upoen gﬂi

—

aq{

—

our abilities te perpetuate our own future...



You'll forgive me, I knew, for thinking of President Ferd in
this resardo cee

Many of us wanted to love him when he came to office....
For it was to be an interim affair....
following a very difficult time....
The country wasxix in the moed to give him support
even on a bi-partisan basis....
But the entire atmosphere changed when it became clear
that President Ford became interested in his own future as
President...
that he wanted also to perpetuate that future....
and that many of the’vf‘:i i‘lil. .2,9 is making at the moment

“ | S—
are calculated to o 008

This, in a way, is the situation addressed by the text for the day ;

Fhekxkxkshxkabpiuresk khekfuk xk Xk x
On one side, the vision peints to the futility eof basing
one's confidence upon zkxhkEKXkxy strategy e perpetuato-’
the moment...
From another side, it illustrates kmxkkkbxkikfexEzkghaxhgedx
how one's entire orientation to life is changed
when it is recognized that the end is near....
t at we will not bepassing this way again...
that God is very near....
and that, very soon, God will be present xm
tkekekpkmpkx in a fuller way that he is present now...
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The second observation concerns the encouragement Padul gave the

Thessalonians....
He calls them ''children of the day'" ... ' sons of light...."

And he does this to comfort them...
to free them from worry...

to ease their minds....

"For God has not destined us for wrath, but
to mk=k obtain salvation through our Lerd

He writes:

Jesus Christ."

He goes on, "He died for us -- that is, Christ died for us -- so

that whether we wake or sleep we might live with

him."

In other words, we are living with him now
His presence is with us even now....

The future need not be feared, for the way it will be is

not that different from the way it is ...

For children of the light, to face the future is to
witness the light shining hﬁéﬁhﬁﬂf"'

And it is the same light as that in which

yvwestod wpd . |
we are &.ng—.‘u—-—

The Thessalonians have already been initiated inte

the mode of the future....

And the third observation is a teaser --
I would be remiss in not mentioning it....
I ask only that you think about it...

The teaser is that the Master is away.... We have the same thought in
the Gospel lesson of today«e..
The im:gery hasfit th:titl;et:;aster ” 3 ‘ ‘f‘u M =
was here .. or a brie me .. en he went away... toont
but he'll be coming back, perhaps, very, very SOON... w \M‘T

-6
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"hat do you make of it oo ?

What kind of religion is kkak it that understands xkx it'g
master to be away ?

It's not just that we are away «..
that is, away‘?ron home «.se
like being on a pilgrimage ....
that we are in the process of journeying beyond and

that we will one day return ...

No, it is the masigr who is away e«e.

Absent <. that is, not fully present .... 5 .
ucMﬁ .

But present in a way ....@s "“"“""7 A

Apsent, Qgﬁ’e;pgn;gd o0 ® and, for the Thessalenians,
and perhaps for some of us....

expected immanently....
Cmm— mm——

As I said, I just ask you to consider this ...
I fully believe that Christianity wouldn't be what it is

without this very important conviction.....

And I suggest that it is testimony to our present incompleteness....
To me it says that even the most highly sensitized human
perspective ce..
even the most accurately corrected perception of
things ...

even our best intentions cannot put the pieces

MN SRR O together.....

(’Jw' 4‘_‘_ that is, if the Master is away ...

or if we really do feel, from time to time,
‘,5 like motherless children ...

' as the spiritual puts it...
W It's as if the Master has to do something before he can return.....
o Hels doing something to0 «...
perhapgs, as,é the theological visionaries put it ...
¥ Tl ste

L
ﬁgzpaaaag é%e conditions to make his return possible...."

or, as 1 would like to put it....

L roans [N TP
working' crjaivelgy é? facilitate his v/ ,‘tn‘:'?'lb w

evendwel grecater manifestation ... " Ui&illl

when God will be all in all .., 3 ,"‘M M s l’bh“






