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Remarks at a Memorial Service for Representative Walter H. Capps
November 12, 1997

Laura, the staff and friends and admirers of
Walter Capps; the first time I met Walter, he
was not a Congressman. As a matter of fact,
he was a man who had run for and been de-
feated for Congress. I knew he must be a special
man because Laura was working for us, just
next to my office, and I knew he had to have
been a special father.

So I met this guy, and I thought, this man
is entirely too nice to be in Congress anyway.
[Laughter] Besides that, he speaks in complete
sentences and paragraphs. [Laughter] He would
never get along in Washington in the 1990’s;
he’s happy all the time. [Laughter] I don’t think
he has a mean bone in his body. Well, suffice
it to say, when he ran again, I was elated and
even happier when he won.

For me, the defining image of the 1996 cam-
paign will always be that magnificent day at
the University of Santa Barbara when we were
up on the hill and there were 15,000 or more
people there, mostly students. It was a sunny
day looking out on the ocean, and there was
Walter Capps on the stage with me, beaming.
You know, he wasn’t exactly an experienced
campaigner, and he used to joke that I had
actually had to grab him and teach him how
to smile and wave to a crowd from a stage.
He was up there—he said, ‘‘I never had a crowd
like this before. I never had a crowd like this
before.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Walter, this is easy.
You just go up, put one arm around me and
wave the other arm.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘It’s easy; you
can do this.’’

I say this to make a point you have already
heard from every previous speaker. The things
I taught him were superficial things; the things
that he taught us were deep and enduring
things. And he seemed to naturally be upbeat,
harmonious, uniting. I try to do that, but some
days it’s a real effort for me. I think it came
out of the depths of his soul. I think he was
at ease with the consequences of whatever could
happen to him. Most people in politics are full
of anxiety with the consequences of whatever
could happen to them.

He believed in his party, but principles were
more important. He liked victory, but values
were more important. And he knew that the

mind was a wonderful thing, but the heart was
more important.

I can only tell you that, for me, perhaps the
most important thing was that whenever I saw
him, he made me prouder to be in public serv-
ice. He made me want to stand a little taller.
He was always so incredibly ingratiating and
humble, and he was—‘‘It’s such a big thing to
be in the White House,’’ and ‘‘I’m so proud
my daughter works for the President,’’ and all
that stuff, you know, but he made me feel better
being around him.

He sent a message to young people that pub-
lic service is a noble thing and that people who
commit themselves to it can make positive
changes. He was an instant and consistent re-
buke to the cynicism that some people try to
make their way with in this day and age, espe-
cially when they talk about the political system.
He taught us about our common humanity, and
he left us all a little better than we would have
been. And if we remember not only what he
said but how he lived, he’ll make us a lot better
than we would have been.

Hebrews says, ‘‘We are surrounded by a cloud
of witnesses, so let us run with patience the
race that is before us.’’ He had a remarkable
way of being avid, eager, almost lusty about
everything he was trying to take in in life, and
yet underneath, there was this calm patience.
He had one thing I wish I could have, that
I wish we all could—that has already been dis-
cussed—and that is, every moment seemed
enough and self-contained, and he was always
there. The lives we live in Washington leave
us so crammed-headed, half the time we’re not
there in whatever is happening to us. Walter
Capps was always there.

For me, because my daughter is the most
important person in the world to me and to
Hillary, his role as a father meant a lot, and
Laura is now a part of our family. But the
integrity and the constancy that he brought to
that role is something you could see in every
single thing he did. So we only had him a little
less than a year, and we feel a little cheated.
But maybe the lesson from God, through Wal-
ter, to us is: It wasn’t me; it was you. And
we should be a little more like him every day.
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That will be his great and enduring gift, not
only to us but to the United States.

May God bless his memory and his family.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:39 p.m. at the
Cannon House Office Building. In his remarks,
he referred to Representative Capps’ daughter
Laura, Staff Director for the Office of Speech-
writing at the White House.

Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on Iraq
November 12, 1997

I welcome the prompt, clear, and strong reso-
lution by the United Nations Security Council
condemning Iraq for obstructing the work of
international weapons inspectors and defying the
will of the international community. With one
voice, the Security Council has made it clear
that Iraq’s actions are unacceptable; that it must

submit to investigations into Baghdad’s ballistic
missile, biological, chemical, and nuclear weap-
ons programs; and that sanctions will remain
in place until Iraq cooperates. For Iraq, there
is one simple way out of the box Saddam Hus-
sein has put it in: Comply with the will of the
international community.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 12, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
On November 14, 1994, in light of the dan-

gers of the proliferation of nuclear, biological,
and chemical weapons (‘‘weapons of mass de-
struction’’—(WMD)) and of the means of deliv-
ering such weapons, I issued Executive Order
12938, and declared a national emergency under
the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). Under section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), the national emergency termi-
nates on the anniversary date of its declaration,
unless I publish in the Federal Register and
transmit to the Congress a notice of its continu-
ation.

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion continues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States.
Therefore, I am advising the Congress that the
national emergency declared on November 14,
1994, and extended on November 14, 1995 and
November 14, 1996, must continue in effect be-
yond November 14, 1997. Accordingly, I have
extended the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 12938 and have sent the at-

tached notice of extension to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication.

The following report is made pursuant to sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and sec-
tion 401(c) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), regarding activities taken
and money spent pursuant to the emergency
declaration. Additional information on nuclear,
missile, and/or chemical and biological weapons
(CBW) nonproliferation efforts is contained in
the most recent annual Report on the Prolifera-
tion of Missiles and Essential Components of
Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Weapons, pro-
vided to the Congress pursuant to section 1097
of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102–
190), also known as the ‘‘Nonproliferation Re-
port,’’ and the most recent annual report pro-
vided to the Congress pursuant to section 308
of the Chemical and Biological Weapons Control
and Warfare Elimination Act of 1991 (Public
Law 102–182), also known as the ‘‘CBW Re-
port.’’
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