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The war is hot topic
On campuses again

By Annie Nakao P
OF THE EXAMINER STAFE

Some say You can hear a pin

A 1,000-person amphitheater
goes"silqm when a vet gets up to
tglk, said Jennifer Priestley, a ju-
nior. “‘It‘s unbelievable.”

Priestley, 20, and 925 UC-Santa
Barbara students are enrolled in
Professor Walter Capps’ course,
“Impact of Vietnam War on Ameri-
can Culture.” ¥ <

It’s the largest of more than 400
such courses — 159 of them created
in the last year alone —, being
taught on the nation’s campuses,
according, to the Center for the
Study of the Vietnam Generation,
based in Washington, D.C.

About 1,400 students enrolled in .

Capps’ class this quarter, almost -
half again as many as could be ac-
commodated.

“If we advertised, we would
have easily gotten 2,000 students,”
said Capps, whose class visited the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C. ; ;

Student interest in Vietnam is
high for the same reasons tlf’e re-
cently releasgd; film ‘;glatoon isa

ter, ps e
blo“‘:ll:gu?n the la)ir ?ﬁht now,” he
said. “Both the class and ‘the movie
are reflections of what is happen(;
ing in our society. It takes about t
years for the impact of the war to

o éeal;‘die Fauﬂol, executive direc-

tor of the center — a non-profit
clearinghouse for research on .the
war era — says the memorial’s
opening in Washington in 1982 and
the 10th anniversary of the 1975 fall
of Saigon are fueling the interest in
Vietnam.

“What you're finding is that atti-
tudes are changing about veterans
and the war in general,” she said.
“More books have been written,
and now those books are being used
in courses.” j

Clagk Smith, a Jecturer at the
University of San Francisco, said
there has always heen a “subterra-
nean” interest ip the war. The re-
cent upsurge, he sajd, is the result
of a slowly developing complex so-
cial phenomengp_

‘1 don't think gy one thing —
the memoria] or ‘Platoon’ — does

—See VIETNAM, B-8
_‘ i LS _
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IL-Smith said. “They're stepping-
Sones along the way to open
people’s minds again

+auriol said although college
wourses have gained popularity,
2N schools still need to bring the
Sarinto their classrooms: “There
ure a lot of college courses, but
shese professors are getting fresh-
ehan-who don't know who won the
Sar or which side Charlie was on.”

The general ignorance of today's
Cpllege generation is hardly surpris-
gy given that they were “either
wrenatal or preliterate” while the
ssar-was being fought, said Barton
Bérfistein, history professor at
Stifford University
t==They know there was a war,
theyknow there was brutality, they
know there was upheaval at home,”
JBecnstein said. “But the Vietnam
W4 is no closer to them than
»orid War IL”

»~Jay William Gibson, professor at
southern Methodist University in
Dallas — who has taught Vietnam
Jpar. courses at Yale, UCLA and
L CIrvine — said the reason is sim-
sResmath: “If you're 20 years old in
2987, you were 8 in 1975. Is an 8
~ear-old going to remember the fall
of Saigon? Not likely.”
seeStill, Capps and others said many
Sudents today have peérsonal link;
pthe war
~s=+Many have had fathers or un-
Jés who fought in the war or were
%6sLin the war, or had parents who
W ete protesters,” Capps said.
se=rhere’s 2 real curiosity on their
part about the previous generation
and Jearning about their parents.”

He said for many students, the

GOlise “reaches dimensjonSef their

IEvessonal lives het perhaps they
"7 UE—— sducation had

ng to do with
Regardless of their political
persuasion, | think they realize that
%ar scars people indelibly: what jt
fas like to kill, to lose best friends

For Eric Morley, UCSanta Bar
bara sophomore, the Capps class led
f#im 10 interview his stepuncle, who
was 2 Marine in Vietnam

I'd never really talked to him

Qb a real deep level,” said Morley, a
aptive of Los Gatos
="l had a very limited under
standing of the war or of veterans.
What | learned was that for him,
e hardest thing was coming back
It was like turning a switch one
day, you're in the combat zone and
12 hours later, you're on the streets
3L San Diego
o Classmate Kevin Crum remem
ered watching the Vietnam news
wverage: "1 grew up with it on TV,

n. color — Walter Croakite, the
el 1L 4 . 1 ']

the war, but | neve
why we were there % Sally kne™
It's really a time §
ery for us,” said St Bew disc
another UC-Santa Ba
and former Millbrae ri
"The war was sor that
was kind of swep undﬂh 1
jers
for us.’ _N\
Some older students With their
OWn vivid memories of thégasers
enroll, too Gt
Elaine Orlando, 42, beliggad 1o
the radical anti-war umup&‘nu
for a Democratic SocietyigSne
1960s 3
“I understood it from a \r’zu
ferent perspective,” said (
who took Smith’s class at USp i
“But looking at it objectivelyghis
time made me realize that we
members) were in fact right "
While most courses cover a
nology of the war and its politieal
and cultural context, many ex
the deeper meaning of the war
its impact on U.S. society
‘I think we're dealing with
impact of the war as a moral a
spiritual matter,” Capps said

‘It takes about
10 years for the |
impact of the

war to be felt’

— Professor Walter Capps,
UC-Santa Barbara

.

had a real effect on the American
spirit and how we see ourselves as
Americans.”
Capps has invited veterans, Ar
my nurses and Vietnamese refu-
gees to talk to his class. This quarter
i1ty being cotaught by Bob Kerrey
former Nebraska governor and
Vicinam velcran,
One key reason for the upsurge
In courses is the evolution of
Vietnam-era literature, experts
said
Douglas Pike, director of UC
Berkeley s Indochina Studies pro-
gram, estimated that the number of
books published on Vietnam has
roughly doubled every vear since
1975
The material has given faculty
new confidence

Many people teaching in this
area themselves may have been
Young adults in the Vietnam years
Bernstein said “There has been a
sense of unsureness of what 10 use
what to teach

Academia’s interest In the war
has not always been warm

“Vietnam never found a com
fortable place in ac ademia™ said
. 4 )

fessor who was active in‘the anyj.
war movement

It's an academic consérvatism |

think that part of the World has
been overlooked. It came to the

fore rather suddenly for academia
and never really found its niche *
Gibson, the SMU professor, said
Vietnam “was almost taboo up unti]
the mid-1980s it Was just too
close
I used to tell academics I was
studying Vietnam, fand people
would walk away
Some scholars, liké Pike, who
manages UC-Berkeley's Vietnam
archives, said progress is still slow,
He called it a “scandal” that Berke-
ley offers no regélar course on
Vietnam, although he blamed de-
partment politics @nd the lack of
money more than institutional bias.
UC-Berkeley history department
Chairman Sheldon Rothblatt said
the department offers no such
course because ‘faculty positions
are very tight atlUC*™
We don't evén have enough po-
sitions in Asian history in general”
he said
Most scholags, though, hope the
trend will continue. “It's not a fad."
said USF's Smith
The Vietnam War took up pret-
ty much a whole generation of peo-
ple. It covered 10 years or more of
American policy and American in-
terest People will continue to be
interested i its history and its vet-
erans, who will have their own im-
pact on socety.”

Professor Walter Capps
lectures about Vietnam at
UC-Santa Barbara
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Elaine Orlando, 42, be?&ng
the radical anti-war groupsmd ts
for. .a Democratic Socnety: g
1960s.

“I understood it from a very' if-
ferent perspective,” said Orlando,
who took Smith’s class at USE"

“But looking at it ob]ectlvelf
time made me realize that weRBS
members) were in fact right. ‘,.

While most courses cover a 0-

nology of the war and its political

and cultural context, many explof&

the deeper meaning of the war a1
its impact on U.S. society. '
l

“I think we're dealing with the
impact of the war as a moral '.
spiritual matter,” Capps said.
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10 years for the

impact of the
war to be felt’

— Professor Walter Capps,
UC-Santa Barbara

had a real effect on the American
spirit and how we see ourselves as

Americans.,”
Capps has lnvited"veterans Ar-
Vietnamese re!g

. are very tight atUC.”

fessor who was active in the anti.
war movement. ‘

“It’s an academic conservatism, |
think that part of the world has
been overlooked. It came to the
fore rather suddenly for academia
and never really found its niche.”

Gibson, the SMU professor, said
Vietnam *‘was almost taboo up until
the mid-1980s — it was just too
close.”

“T used to tell acadenucs I was
studying Vnetnam, ,and people
would walk away.”

Some scholars, like Pike, who
manages  UC- Berkeleys Vietnam
archives, said progress is still slow.
He called it a “‘scandal” that Berke-
ley offers no regular course on
Vietnam, ‘although he blamed de-
partment politics and the lack of
money more than jnstitutional bias,

. UC-Berkeley history department
Chairman_ Sheldon Rothblatt said
the department offers no such
course betause “faculty positions

“We don’t even have enough pt)
. sitions in Asian history in general,” |
" he said.

Most scholags, though, hope the
' trend will contjnue. “It’s not a fad,”
'said USFE’s Smith.

“The Vietnam War took up pret-
ty much a wholé generation of peo-
ple. It covered 10 years or more of |
American policy and American in-
terest. People will continue to be i
interested iny its history and its vet-
crans, who will have their QWn im-
Yact on soc xqu 7 )

Professor Walter Capps
lectures about Vietnam at
UC-Santa Barbara
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