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DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

Objectives:

The UCSB Catalog describes the course as "an analytical survey of the interplay
of religious thought and American political wvalues and institutions in the 20th century,"
then lists a2 number of issues and topics. This guarter much of the focus of the course
will be directed toward the rise of what is commonly called "the new religious right.'

We have selected this focus by virtue of the consensus that this is the most significant
American religious phenomenon of our time. It also provides reliable testing ground for
coming to terms with the interplay of religious and politicel elements.

The course was first offered in 1982 when George McGovern was co-instructor and
a number of notable religious and political figures were invited to provide guest lec-
tures. We shall retain something of that flavor this time too, having invited spokes-
persons for the new religious right as well as notable religious and political leaders.

Jur intention is to gain insight and understanding concerning the religious and
political viewpoints that belong in "the interplay." We believe we can do this best
by plzcing available resources into fitting combinations. We shall read and study; we
shall reflect on information and analyses presented in lectures; we shall make a con-
certed effort to lend precision to our own abilities to express ourselves; we shall
take zdvantage of opportunities to meet and talk with persons who can bring first-hand .
experience to the subject. In the process, we intend to learn something significant
about how interpretation is formed.

Format:

Tne class meets at 1 o'clock on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Classes will
consist of lectures, guest presentations, and careful use of film and video materials.
On occasion discussion sessions will also be offered,

Grzdirg for the course will be on a 1/3 - 2/3 basis, and will be based on perfor-
mances on a final examination (2/3) and an essay (1/3), to be described in more detail.
Through a2 special grant from the Office of Instructional Development, the Writing
Assistants have been appointed to assist in the writing project.

Required Reading:

The bzsic texts for the course are: Francis Schaeffer, A Christian Manifesto
(Crosswey Books); Erling Jorstad, The Politics of Moralism (Augsburg Press); George M.
Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture (Oxford University Press); and Richard
Viguerie, The New Right: We're Ready to Lead (Carolina House). Students are also
encouraged to consult the Reserve Book Room collection in the library, to make use
of newspzper accounts (LA TIMES, SF CHRONICLE, NY TIMES, WASHINGTON POST, et al.)

We

l(n

rell also be showing a number of films: a Bill Moyers' presentation on The
Tew Religious Right, video tapes from Jerry Falwell's "0ld Time Gospel Hour," and
such films as "”ocouev1lle s America," "Charge and Countercharge" (about Senator
McCarthy), "Day After Trinity," "Relnle (about the theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr),

znd others
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RELIGION AND POLITICS IN AMERICA
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OFFICE HOURS: Walter Capps South Hall 4724, W 2:30-4:30
Kay Alexander, SH 4724
John Simmons, SH 4717

Writing Assistants:
Mike Burdick, SH 4717
Craig Gibbs, SH 4717
Sam Porter, SH 4717
Jan Westfall, SH 4717

The subject of the course, religion and politics in America,
suggests a variety of possible topics for the writing project.
These topics are not limited to the main focus of the text, i.e.,
on the rise of the New Religious Right. Many students come from
families that have immigrated to this country because of clashes
between religious groups, and religious persecution. Such cir-
cumstances could form the basis for interesting papers. Similar-
ly, there are a variety of specific topics in which the interplay
between religion and politics is fundamental. For example, the
involvement of the Catholic Church in Central America today; the
involvement of religion in the peace movement; the political im-
plications of the rise of various new religions or cultic groups
(such as the Moonies, the Rajneesh group in Oregon, et al.); the
reaction to Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s -- all of these would be
suitable foci. As announced in class, work on a particular indi-
vidual whose life or career resonates toward (or from) the inter-
play between religion and politics would also be appropriate. You
might select their individual experiences as a starting point. Or
you may wish to pursue a topic raised in class, by the lecturers,
speakers, or films., Similarly, you may choose to conduct an in-
terview, then write about it.

We wish you to think of this as something other than a term
paper. The emphasis will be on writing facility, communication,
communicating out rather than communicating up. Above all, make
your essay interesting to read.

The completed writing project is due on Friday, February 24,
Your topic should be approved by one of the writing assistants by
Friday, January 27. Writing assistants will be available before
and after class as well as during office hours, and by appoint-
ment. THEY ARE THERE TO GUARANTEE YOUR SUCCESS. The final draft
should be approximately ten pages, typed and:double spaced. Pre-
liminary drafts need not be typed.
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STUDY QUESTIONS: Erlinc Jorstad's THE POLITICS OF MORALISM
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ct some of the factors that gave rise to a New Religious
Right. Jorstad portrays that rise in terms of a sense that

something had gone wrong. What did the New Right perceive
TO have gone wrong?

Jorstad employs a distinction between "morality" and "moral-

ism" when describing the thrust of the New Right. How use-
ful is his distinction in your view?

Jorstad believes that the rise of the New Righ£ raises some
interesting questions about how morality is legislated.

Take one of these and elaborate upon it. Do you think the
Gguestion 1s interesting?

Wny was (is) Richard Viguerie such a commanding force with-
in the New Right? Discuss.,.

SJorstad discusses the impact of television at length. How
significant, in your opinion, is television in providing
asscistance to the rise of the New Religious Right? Why?

s you read through the chapters on the various personages
within the movement, what sense do you get regarding their
integrity, character, sense of personal mission, et al.?

How do you account for their rather remarkable following?

Identify one or two key factors illustrating the influ-
ence of the New Right in the presidential election of
1980, and elaborate. For example, do you believe Ronald
Reagan was an advocate of the New Right? a captive of
the New Right? an exploiter of the New Right? some-
thing else? Could Jimmy Carter, a professed "born-again
Christian" have enjoyed the same benefits? Explain.

Jorstad, wishing to be objective, lists some of the
achievements of the New Right. He also talks about
some of their weaknesses and deficiencies. Do you per-
ceive any interpretive principles operating in his as
sessment? What interpretive principles %pply? Explain.

Wnat, in a few words, is the theme of Jorstad's book?

-
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Winter Quarter 1984

READING QUESTIONS=: SCHAETFTFER

The £following questions are intended to guide your reading and
reflection on Francis Schaeffer's A CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO.

1. Wny ¢id Francis Schaeffer write the book? What purposes did
ne have in mind? What did he wish to achieve?

2. He seems to worry about the fact that Christians tend to view
the world in bits and pieces, rather than seeing it in its

totality? Why is this a problem? How can the problem be
overcome?

There is considerable venom, or, shall we say, emotional in-
tensity in the book. Why is the author so upset? With whom

is he upset? What does he wish his opponents, whoever they
are, would do, or be? Explain.,

Our zauthor says a lot of heavy things about the evils of

secular humanism. What, in his view, makes humanism secu-
lar? What is wrong with it?

Schaeffer seems to prefer the attitudes and way of life of
northern Europeans, that is, descendents of the Protestant
Reformation. What evidence does he offer for this? Why

do nis preferences run this way? What do you make of it?
Explain.

6. Throughout the book there are references to the religious
attitudes of America's Founding Fathers. Summarize Francis
Schaeffer's attitude toward these fathers. On what bases

does he believe that his own views are congruent with
theirs? Discuss.

7. Schaeffer would also like to sanction his views on the basis
of Biblical teachings. What status does the Bible have for
him? How does it relate to contemporary issues? Explain,

8. Schaeffer indicates that present-day Christians may indeed
have to become militant. What makes such militancy appro-

priate? Does it have limits? On what basis can civil
disobedience be condoned?

Schaeffer provides some glimpses into some possible human
futures? Do you think he expects to be disappointed? Ex-
plain and discuss (or discuss and explain, either way).
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Religion an’ ¥olitice in America Yalter Capus
Reading Assigrment and Questions
’T-C-:O'I‘ge 1'1- "‘"x{":_?-. \’ienl f‘b OT,JT)e"'l »m-llS"n ané’ )-,:;,Q”lc v Culture:
The Shapiag of iw:nu_etfmCen;ur. ;vqn&ellcalism

tion and Evangelical America at

PD. 18C « 230 « Inuerpretations

Funizientalicsm as a Social Phencmenon
Fundzuaentalism as 2 Political Prenomenon
FTundseentalism as an Intelleztual Phenomenon
Furndazentelicsm as arn American Phenomenon
History ard Fundamentalism P

Paul M. Wyrich, "Biue Collar or Blue Bloed? The New
Rigtt Compared with the 0lé Right" {Resder, No. 3

Peter M. Berzer, "Tiz Class Struggie and Americsen Religion,®

)
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Does Marsden thi

ink that religious behavicr can be reduced
to its soxial dimensi

ons

In what way does Marsden tihink the fundamentalist
experienz? is like the immigrant experience?

What is taie relztionship between individuelism and
fundamentalien?

iz ©:e lanicnzean mentalizy described by Richard
Hofstzdti=27> andé discussed in Marsden?

What is +1e fundementalist view of science? How does
this viev relate to Scottish Common Sense Realism?

Accordizg to Wyrich, how does the New Right differ in
its origins from the Cld Right?

Accordirg to Wyrich, how are New Right political tactics
modeleé oan Left ~actics?. What is the impor*tarce of tie
media?

where dces the Ncw Right locate political power?

How doec RBerger cescribe the theoary ¢f the nev class?

The followinz havs e¢lrcady been assigned.’u the [zader.

Numbers 2, 5, 1&, 19 and 20. {
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Handout # 5
Religicn and Poliitiss in America

Kay tlexander
A GLUSSIZRY OF JERMS
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wndementelism - a conservaiive movement arising out of

Emerican rrotestent evangelicalism in the ﬂarlod 1870~

1925, characterized by velief in the inerramcy of the

Bible, premillsnielism and militantly opposed to modernism.

Evangelicalism - (1, the dominant Protestznt positicn in
America i the 19th century with its roots in Calvinism.
Llso, (7) the rnaune ta¥er by somz fundamentalists in
the mid-twentieth centuryy in an effcrt to brcaden the
movemeut, i.e. the Evangelicals.

Millenizlisn - The nelief derived from Revelation 20 in
final },_DO verrs of hiztory marked by helinees and
harmony yaicn takes Two forms.

Premilleriaiism - also calied millenarianism which
anticioztes that Christ will come and usher in
the m;Lleﬁlum ”1d reign on eari“

Postmillenialism -~ aaticipates that after man has
achievad the Xingdom here on the ezrth, then Christ
will return. :

Dispensationalism - divides all histery inte distinet eras

or dicpensations. Anticipates that the final disren-
sation will be the personal reign of Christ on earth
for 1,000 years - 2 form of premillerialism

Prainceten theology - 2ffirms the inerrancy of the Bible

lYiodernism - *the literal movezent arising out of American
Protestrnt evengslicalisr which zffirms the Social
Gospel, The progress and perfectability of man, ana
whicth practices ine higher criticism and recommends
the egcwumenical movement.

Higher cri:icism -~ the study and quesiloning of the Bible

s}

o the 2515 of nistoricil and rhilological research

Ecumenical wovemsnt ~ Narrcwly concelved, the movement to
unite Frotestant churches, divided because of ethnic
origin »ut clise together doctrineally. {e.g. the
Calvinist churches are au.vided ethnically between
the Prestyrerizni with vaeixy roots in Scotland, the
.Congrege<vionalists from Zngland, the Huguenots from
France zrd the Evangeliical and Reformed chnrches of
Eolland ¢nd Germany. The United Chruch of Christ is
the result of an ecumenical mexger of the Congregaticnzal
Church with the Evangeliczl and Reformed denomination.

More hroadly conceived, the ecumenical movement
supports «ll efforts to haaA historic schisms in
Christisrnity, (e.gz. the : appeaxance of the Pope in a
Tutheran Chur:h on the Quc+h anniversary of Iutheris birth)

Soeclial Goespel - 1he attempt to focus religious interest on
contemycrary =trical prxb;emu and the abuses, injustices
and qocnzl problems of the world

Y
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SCHEDULE, READING ASSIGNMENT AND QUESTIONS

Monday - February 13 - Dr. Robert Billings

Reading: John M. Swomley, Jr., Public Schcols Embattled
over Prayer," The Christian Century, July 20-27, 1983.

1. To what extent is the American disaffection with
the public schools due to the issue of prayer in
the public schools? What other issues are contributing?

2. Bill Billings asserted the primary responsibility for
education should be with the home and the church.
Do you agree or disagree? If the government has
responsibility, to what degree should it be the
Federal government and to what degree the State?

Wednesday - February 15 - Panel on the ERA

Reading: James M. Wall, Editorials in The Christian Century

Edward M. Kennedy, "Tolerance and Truth in America,"
The Congressional Record, October 5, 1983.

1. Sam Donaldson saw the ERA debate as one of the most
difficult politial issues for President Reagan in '84.
How 1s the ERA related to the general issue of
supporting the family which is important to the New
Right? What other 'family' issues are related to it?

2. (Referring back to Dohaldson's presentation) Donaldson
declared television is the most important political
tool to be recently developed. Why does he think
that? What is Weyrich's opinion on this? (See No.

5 in the Reader. Readings listed above in the Beader.)

3. Why does the Hon. Tom Harkin see Senator Kennedy's
speech at Liberty Baptist Colleggetasia "séminal~.
work" in the area of "The Role of Church and State."?

THE WRITING PROJECT

The last item in the Rsader is on elements of writing
syle. Consider it general advice in preparing the writing
project. We have been asked about footnotes. TUnder ceriain
circumstances of totally original work they are not necessary.
However, if you are using sources, they should appear in both
footnotes and a bibliography. All direct guotations should
be within quotation marks. The introduction to the Reader
has endnotes which may be used as a model. (Endnotes are
notes that appear at the end of the paper rather than at the
foot of each page.) Books and journals are underlined.
Articles are placed in quotation marks. TInterviews are cited
as follows: John Doe, Unpublished interview, February 6, 1984.
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WRITING FROJECT

Completed writing projects are due Friday, February
24tn. The project constitutes a possible 34 points in
calculating the final grade for the class. The fifal
exanination will count for 66 points for a possible total
of 100 points. Late papers will be accepted but only
on the following condition. With the understanding that
anyone can improve a paper with a little more time for
rolishing, and in the interest of fairness, late papers
will be downgradea one point for each day they are late,
not counting Saturdays and Sundays. In otherwords, if
you get your paper in on Monday, February 27th, the maximum
points possible will be 33. On Tuesday, a maximum of 32, etc.
Papers should be handed in in class or placed in the boxes
of Kay Alexander or John Simmons in the Religious Studies
Departmental office on the fourth floor of Souwth Hall.

Do not place papers under office doors. If you wish to
have a prereading of your paper over this weekend, either
deliver it to one of the writing assistants or place it
in the box of either Simmons or Alexander.

QUESTIONS ON THE NEW RIGHT= WE'RE READY TO LEAD by
Richard A. Viguerie

1. Viguerie gives a list of liberal causes for which he
says he would not like to have to try and raise
money. What are these causes?

2. Viguerie dates the actual beginning of the New Right
from 1975 though it had earlier roots. How did

it come about? What part did liberal tactics play?

3. Why was 1978 a critical year for the New Right? What
was the importance of the Panama Canal? What was
the truth squad? What role did it have in the defeat
of liberal senators?

4. Describe the role of seminars and training groups in
Political Action Committees.

5. What does Viguerie identify as the four keys to political
success? What liberal single issue interest groups
does he identify?

6. What are the techniques of coalition politics? How
does coalition politics threaten historical political
party identifications? 2

7. Viguerie asserts "most of the new five million conser-
vative contributions will come from the conservative
Christian community." (p. 96) How does he intend
to reach these contributors? How does his method
aiffer from that of the liberals?
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SICHNIFICANT STATEMENTS:

1. Text of S, J, RES 212 [Senate Joint Resolution, proposing an
amendment to the Constitution ¢of the United States relating
to voluntary silent prayer or meditation]

4

January 24 {(legislative day, Januvary 23), 1984:

47 . Thurmond (fer himself), Mr. Batch and Mr, Grassley) in-
troduced the following joint resclution, which was read
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiclary:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled@ (two-thirds
of each House concurring therein), That the following arti-
cle is hereby proposed az an amendment to the Constitution
of the United Statez, which shall be valid to all intents
and purposes as part of the Constitution if retified by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submisgsion to the States

by the Congress:
Article =-

SECTION 1. Wothing im this Constitution shall be construed
to prohibit individuwal or group silent prayer or meditation
in public schools. Neither the Uniteé States nor any State
zhall reguire any person to participate imn such prayer or
maditation, nor shall they encourage any particular form of
prayer or maditation. .

SECTION 2. Nothing im this Constitution shall be construed
to prohibit egual access to the use of public school faci-
lities by all voluntary student groups.

2. ¢Closing paragraph, President Reagan's address to Religious
Broadcasters, January 30, 1984: .

®7£ the Lord is our light, our strength and our salvation,
whom shall we fear, of whom shall we be afraid? No matter
where we live, we have a prowise that can make all the 4if-~
ference -- a promige from Jesus to soothe our sorrows, heal
our hearts and drive away our fears, He promised there will
never be a dark night that does not end, Ouvr weeping nay
andure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. He pro-
mised if our hearts are true, His love will be sure as sun-
ilight, And by dying for us, Jesus showed how far our love
should be ready to go: all the way.®
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FINAL EXAMINATION

The teaching assistants have decided against a review
sessicn for the following reason. It is impossible to scpdule
review sessions for a class of this size at a time tuat every-
bodv can attend. The difficulty encountered in scheduling the
Viden-tapes illustrates this problem. Review sessions are only
wortn attending if they are useful. If they are useful, students
unable to attend tzem are penalized. Therefore, review for
this class will be accomplished two ways. (1) Dr. Capps will
suumarize the material of the course in the lectures.  (2) This
nandout will give you the necessary information to prepare for
the final examination. In addition, Jorn Simmons will make one
more sttempt to show the Video-tapes. See him after class today.

The final examination will count for a possible 66 points
in calculating your final grade. It will be divided into three
varts: (1) short identifications (18 points), (2).3 brief
essays (28 points - i.e. 8 points each) and (3) a comprehensive
sssay (24 points). It is estimated that the identifications
will take approximately one half hour which leaves two and a
rnalf hours to divide between the two essay portions of the

-

exzanination. Please brﬁng two or more oluebooks. oo -

. A.study list of. gight qaestions;_drawn:from the questions

distrivuted  during the quarter, will be provided. Five of these
guestions will agpear on the final examination from which you

way choose three. Your answers should be drawn from tne lectures

and thz assigned texts. Note that you are responsible for the

Schaeffer and Jorstadt texts, for Marsden pp. 3 - 21 and pp.

199 - 230, for Viguerie,.Chapters 1 througn 8 and Chapter 11,

and the Reader, ifems numbered 17 through 20 for this’ portion

of the eXamination.

The comprehensive essay question will be phrased somewhat

as fcllows.

The rise of the New Right has héeniassoclated with
the emergence of religious groups as a political force
in America. What groups are involved? What are their
motives? What changes in the law and in.-the public
mood made possible their emergence in the seventies?
What sociologicel explanations have been given for
seeing this movement as & class phenomenon? What
historical models are there for their methods and for
the political involvement of religious groups in
America? Ia the involvemerit of religious groups 1n
politics a good or a vad thing? Discuss.

Material relevant to this question may be found in the
texte noted above as well as the balance of the Viguerie text
and the Reader, numbers 3 through 16 and number 25. We esti-
mate et you should have at least an hour for this essay.
wnich will be judged solely on the suttablility, relevance, coher-
ence and comprehengiveness of your discussion. Please do not
Dring n"ntea or bonks tm plaaca



