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Religlous Studles 37

Brof. Walter H. Capps
- Westera Religious Tuoughd, IIT

Fell Quarter, 1966

Deseription of Convse:

This course is the third section of g three-part sequence which suwveys the
history of meligious thought in the western world from the time of its oxigin bo
the present day. Ibs general puxpose " is the exswmination of significani
developments in westera religilous thought in the Vmoderm ere." Hence, its pre-

cceupation is the development and background of religicus thought in the west
during the 2insteeath avd twentieith cenburies.

Insteed of surveylng that body of material in the light of 1ts chief move-
wents or Tiguces, however, (he lectursr has chosen to focus upon two dominand
contemporayy themes. The thewses Asolated--zand to which the mzn anrd the move-
pents will be releted--ave the following: 1) the relation of life to death; and
2) the curyrent quest for a meaningPul travseendence. These themes comsititute
the fundsmentel presceupations of the eourse, and will serve as foeal points to

whrich histerical, philosophical, theological, ard literary materisl will be
veferved.

The specific puzpose of the courss, therefore, is the exploratioa of these
tuo domipant themes bobh in teyms of their historieal background and their
typical contemporary formulstions and expressions. Tae lecturer hopes that an
scademic term's worth of corporate atientiocn %o these problemstic izsues will
vegult ia significent clerificadion as well as insight into seme of the directious
cune might expect western veligious thoughit to take in the fubure.

Gutline of Courss:

Heek of: Reading Assigement

1. OQetober 3: Intvedvction of 1. Peter D Vries

e RBiood of the Lawh
Course & Its Issues (sigaet Boek.§

2. €Goteber 10: The Aldsyrmablion 2.

Hens Jomes, "Life, Death, and the Body
betuween Life and Desth

in the Theory of Being,"” in Review of
Metephysics, Vol. XIX, No. I, 1985,
vp. 2-23, esp. p. 3-8. A portion of
this will be distributed 4a class.

3. OCetober 17: Culfiural Tramsfor- 3. John 8. Dunney, The City of the Gods
matlons (Vew Yorks Macmillen, 1005).cuap. 10,
po. 217-23L. Supplemental readingy
Fervey Cox, The Seculer City (Vew
Yorks Macmillan, 1905), esp. Intro,
Bpe 1=13.

b, Oghkaber 24: is Death @ed? Iy, Jobm 8. Dumns, review of Tacwes J. d.
Altizer and Willicde Hemilbtom, Radisal
Theology owd thie Death of God (Iedicra-
polis: Bobbse-Merrill, 1905) in e
Hetional Cothelic Beporter, Vel. 2,

No. 30, May 25, 1965, gp. 5, T. (%o e
distributed in eless.) For cagparabive
parposes, see the Lebter of 8%.

Iswvatiue to the Romens (%0 te distributed
in class).
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Martin Buber, The Eclipse of God
(New Yorks rper Torzh&ook, 1952),

2. QOctober 31l: Hallowing and 5.
Deplcting Transcendence

6. Wovember T: The Reletion of 6. John Wisdom, "Gods " in Philos

Logic %o Religious Inmtevest and szggc-:\ﬂa]ysis (Oxfords Basil

Biackwell, 1953), pp. 149-159; or
A.N.D. Flew, Loglc gnd lLanguage (Mosd°
Blackwsll, 1951); or im Langiord &
Abernethy, Ehi.losog!g of Religions A

Book of Readings (New York: Hacmillan
1062), Pp. 3%03@9. (A1l on resez.'ve.s

Paul L. Holmer, "Atheism and 'ﬂleism. A
Comment on an Acedemic Prejudice,” in
Luthersn Wordd. Vol XIIT, No. 1, 1966,
mo L"°25¢

T. Hovember 1k Atholsm and the 7.
Theistic Scheme

8. November 21: The Relation betusen 8.

Groham Greene, The Power and the Glory
Holiness apd Othermess

(¥ew York: Viking FPress, 1910).

9, Hovesher 29: Temporel Trans- 9.

Teilhard de Chardin, Building the Barth
cerdence

{New York, Dimension Book), available
£rom Cross-Currents; and Teilhard
de Chexrdin, "ihe Heart of the Prcblem,”

M’ feom Tae Future of Man (New Yorks
Vﬂf/f/‘ﬂ Havpar, 19604, pp. 200-269. (to be

distributed in cless).

10. December 5: Summeyy of Course and Cencluding Reflections

Courae Asgé@ﬁem:

i. Preparation of two relatively short pepers {(1500-2500 words eech) dealing

wikth subjects pertinent to the course outline. Preferably, one of the
papers should be primerily %&ito& in character (e.g. "Harvey Cox'
Interpretation of Seculariby, or "The Distinction between I-Thou and I-It
in Buber,"” or "The Religious Siganificemee of Evolution in Teilhard," oz "A
Blologist®'s Look at Life,” ete. And, preferadbly, one of the papers should
be primerily problemebic in intentlon (that is, it should atéempt to clarify,
came %o terms with, or isclate the maln ingredients of a particular dilemma,
question, or unresolved issue~we.g. "Does the Intellect have Limits in the
Peligious Domeint”, "Is traditiomal faith accessible today?" or "Ave
Imacrtality end transecendence twe forms of the same interesti" ete.)

a.

Tne £irst paper is due by elass time, October 25.
bl

The second peper ls due by class time, November 17. HNote: pepers mot

turped in on time will be discounted in proportiom to their lateness,
regaxdless of quality.

2. Firal exsmingtion on Jecture and reading materials: The grade on the

Tionl exsminetion will constitube three-fifths of the grade for the course:

Paper &
Paper B 20%
Final 604

.,..G@?%




Supplenent for those taking Religious Studi a%r upper-division eredit:

The only significant alteraticn of the course as previocusly outliped and des-
cribed ceceurs in the area of asssigmment. Though the same three efforts are re-~
quired--i.e. the two papers and the finel examinstion--greater latitude is ailowed
in the choice as well as iu the execution of the assigmned papers. In addition,
the final exsmination will be upgraded so that the upper-division studemt can
utilize s greater degree of his bsckground treining.

1.

The final exam will include a question ous

a)

b)

the relation between the concerns (purposes, imterests, objectives,
ete.) of religion apd the comcerns of any one or more of the following
disciplines: philaoscphy, literature, and theclogy.

or
the chief characteristics, or positive features, of religion (as

illustrated ia a significant portion of the materials peritinent to
this course).

The finel exem will also test the u@per-division studen?s ability with
respect to an expanded reading list to include at least three of the

Pollowings
a) Hams Jomas'article in its entirety (op. cit.); or, Haus Jomas, The

b)

e)

g)

Phenomenon of Life (New York: Hawper, 19%6).

Hans W. Frei's survey of nineteenth and early-twentiety century
developments in western religious thougbt im Paith amnd Ethies, ed.
Paul Ramsey (New Yorks Hsrper, 1957), pp. 9-116.

Commenteries on John Wisdom's “Gods" by Flew, Hare, Mitchell, emd
Crombile, New Essays in Philosophical Theology (Londom: SCM Press,
1955), for exsmple, or Johm Hick, The Existence of God (New York:

Macmillan, 106L4), ete.

Tellhard de Cherdin, The Phenomenon of Man (New York: Harper
Torchbook, 1961); or Karl Rehmer, Hominization: The Evolutionary
Origin of Man as a Theological Problem (New York: Herder and Hevder,

1905).

Willism F. Lynch, "The Imagination and the Finite," in Thought, Vol.
WXILL, No. 129, 1958, pp. 205-228. (Call Number: Ref. AP, 1, T L8,

v. 33).

S.G.F. Branden, "The Origin of Death in Some Ancilent Near Eastern
Religions,” in Religious Studies, Vel. I, No. 2, 1966, pp. 217-228.
Or Brandon, History, Time, and Deity (Manchester: Mamchester Univer-
gity Press, 1905).

William T. Jones, The Romantie Syndrame: Toward A New Methoed in
Cultural Anthropology end History of Ideas (The Hague: Martinus
Nijhoff, 1901).

#+ In comsultation with the instructor, the student is free o substitute one
title of his own interest for cne of the three required readings--if it is
elear that the substitution ls related %o the course material.



