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Democrats’ picnic
notes?‘historical role
of American labor

ATASCADERQ
By Carol Roberts
Telegram-Tribune

Unlons, the minimum wage fn-
crease and labor In general were
what folks talked about Mondaﬁ at
the Democrats’ annual Lahor ay
plcnic atAtascadpro Lake,

Rep. Walter Capps, the keynote
speaker, offered a history of work-
ers golng back to President

Franklin D. Roosevelt. He said {here

. are still some things that need to be

worked on In the “Second Bill of
Rights” that Roosevelt asked Con-
gress to take care of In the 19405, -

State Sen. Jack O'Connell also
spoke. He sald the federal govern-
ment is moving in the tight direc-
tlon with the recent minlmum
wage Increase and Sandl Ford
talked about the importance of
labor unions.

Larry and Torre Houlgate-West,
the first-over hushand and wife co.
chairpersons of the Democratic
Central Committee, sald they ware
happy with a turnout of about 350
people who dined on clilcken barbe-
cued by the International Brother-

hood of Electiical Workers and gev-

eral members of the building
trades. . :

“This year's plenic attendance,”
said Houlgate-West, a Cal Poly phl-
losophy professor; “is great for an
offelection year"”

Hls wile, an author and poet,
called the plenic “the mogt pro-
labor one I've ever been t.” She be-
lleves the recent strike of UPS

workers "ralsed public consclous-
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ne&q.”
Capps pralsed the unlons ang

then harkened back to the "“Roo-

sevelt rights” he said he’ll continue

to work on with Congress. “What
gle unions; ha‘ﬂw&

- : et up sho
What the 52 up by
mliom hal’e m%goosuggt’ he
taken llp said, wanted to
make sUre
Should be  everyone had a
- llving wags and
taken up by o proper educa
‘ ) 1 SO t the
t’lc COlU’t’y. prgspgrﬂ‘y and
- security for all
~ Walter Capps, could be {n-

congressman l::()tmed. He does,
0,
Those rights, Capps sald, are Just
as lllrtr}portant today. They are the

job.

“To earn enough to provide ade-

quate food, clothing and recreatHon.
"Of evary farmer to ralse and

sell hls products at a return thal

will give him and his family a de-
cent llving.

"Of every businessperson to
trade in an atmosphere of freedom
from unfair competition, |

"Of every family to a decent
home. |

“To adequate medical care: the
right to achieve and enjoy good
health.

“To adequate protection From the
economic fears of old age, sickness,
accldent and unemployment.

“The right to a good educalion.”
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“To a ugeful and remunerative



