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Is Rep. Andrea Seastrand a
foot soldier for an extreme
right-wing agenda, or a common-
sense protector of Central Coast
families?

And is Walter Capps a liber-
al, ivory-tower academic who tri-
umphs tax-and-spend causes,
oris he a principled man seek-
ing to restore hope and civility
in government?

For voters watching television,
attending public forums or
searching through newspapers,
these are the types of negative
charges — and positive por-
trayals — they might be hearing
and reading. Some of the char-
acterizations have been voiced
by the candidates themselves in
their quest for the highly sought-
after 22nd Congressional District
seat.

The Santa Barbara News-
Press today attempts to shed light
on what matters most to voters:
Where the candidates stand on
key issues. An accompanying
graphic is based on extensive

Does Andrea Seastrand

NEWSPRESS FILE
follow Newt Gin-

grich? Do the unions control Walter Capps?

interviews with Scastrand and
Capps, and coverage of a dozen
forums where they outlined
their views.

Also presented is a rundown
of the votes cast by Seastrand
over the past 18 months, the
truest record of how her views
have translated into action. g

At those appearances, the
contenders have oflen resorted
to not-so-veiled barbs, employ-

ing political rhetoric rather

than reasoned discourse.

SEE ISSUES .

Cnl)gs, ax increase
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Why does Walter Capps confinue
torefusetocomecleanonwherehe
stands on important issues? This
apparent deliberative avoidance
suggests posturing with hidden
agendas. He claims, for example,
that he stands strongly for fiscal re-
sponsibility, but at the same time
he advocates spending more on
roads, highways, transportation
and communication systems, edu-
cation programs, environmental is-
sues, education for illegal immi-
grants, subsidies for farmers and
access for all to affordable high-
quality health care.

I suspect Capps is positioning
himselfto supporta tax increase to
pay for all of his favored programs.
Before Nov. 5, in fairness to voters,
Capps should state whether he
would support a tax increase, or,
conversely, would he make a
pledge not to do so.

Mostlikely he will elect todo nei-
ther and once again it will be the
voters who lose.

Richard A. Johnson
Santa Barbara
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Continued

Seastrand, R-Shell Beach, charges the Demo-
cratic Capps with losing control of Lis campaign
and being a marionette for “labor union bosses.”
She calls him a “liberal,” and says his ideas are
“dangerous.”

Though he has stressed trying to run a “‘clean”
campaign, Capps is not without his own digs. He
says Seastrand takes orders from House Speak-
er Newt Gingrich, and doesn’t stand on her own
feet. He alludes to her as anti-abortion and anti-
environment in her “lockstep” voting with the
House’s Republican majority.

Fueling the volatility is the coveted nature of
the congressional seat, which has been held in
Republican hands for more than 40 years. Repub-
licans want to continue the tradition; Democrats
seek to use the seat as a piece of the strategic puz-
zle of regaining control of Congress.

That the race has at times been long on talk, but
short on substance, is a point realized by Capps.

“We've talked about the issues, but there'’s also
alot oftalk about where we're getting our support
from,” said Capps, a UCSB religious studies pro-
fessor who lost in a close race to Seastrand in 1994
*“That mostly has to do with the strategy of the cam-
paigns.

“I've learned something by all of this. Issues are
important, but even more important are the prin-
ciples by which the congresswoman or congress-
man would make decisions. We haven't talked about
that very directly, But that has come outin our dis-
cussions. People know we've done things very dif-
ferently, we have differing priorities,”

Seastrand decries the “distortion” of her vot-
ing record, and says she has tried to “dig my way
out of the hole” she thinks has been created by spe-
cial-interest groups trying to defeat her, such as
the Sierra Club and the AFIL-CIO,

“I try to talk to voters about what I stand for,”
Seastrand said. “I've worked hard these two
years. I'm working around the clock. My only dis-
appointment is I wish I had the same amount of
dollars in outside money as my opponent.”

On Nov. 5, the voters will get a final say, and give
the candldalcs a message they can't miss.

T av B a meprd mnan

'ff—'"' © " "= IETTHERECORDSHOW B

[
} Rep. ‘Andred Seastrand, RShell Beach, has said she'is runmng 'for reelech‘ on'ﬁ'er recbfd Hero
Fia Congesslonol Qucmerly oocounhng ‘of voles'she ! cosl in the 11 04th Congmss

13

w;'-::;m b i . spndeg b Yo
b Impose new rules on umomzmg by Fod- ! welfare changes: Yea -

12" erol Express workers: Yea ‘1., . Terminate the omhonmﬂon lot the xpoco
i -., sfotion:

Curb UN. designabon of { cotoin Kinds:

LI PR

Dmypbblic odmhmto Tlagal ofiens:’ ‘

“"u‘m n.nd.om ".’

. minimum woge: Yea i -
lopedl:!rcm"‘P"ﬂ"b" 90"‘”‘.

** increase: Yea

S vt ,,Adopiulolmbnbb"hmwg"by

* Rolsa tha min Wcannan 9
cise ha minimum woge by 90 cans on .,.;..,,.,.smb.umrad.lm

Yea s T B N N V..-‘.u. 3
Omhadmll&;‘omr‘unY A ," spending: Yea . Pou‘r“' “omnibus 3p g b.ll, ¢
Aﬂowompbmboﬂumpmw Allmvobomomowvuuosm-lhyh» “Yea'n o

.' - overtime pay: Yea - . pitals: Nay "Tbgl\hﬁhdonubotgoenCubo Yoo A
! "Pass campalgn finance overhaul: Yea " Plovldoodopnonhxad.l ease odop vy:Reauthorize farm progroms: Yea )
2 Pass , justice, |lmo ding . tion process: Yea . Phasa out the sugor price uppodt pro-
i bill: Yea i v ey . ) i Omhovlhdomlpubllchomlngpolq 3% grom: Yea . oo 3
Mopiumfomm}l p.dicldul nlood: i 1 Yea.r Ovuhouheho'umlcuon‘swan
s Iﬁlupoﬁulogmhhwbnonux Allowbcoloawvldwmhleayn‘i
‘ Omhoul wolfou -Yu: b g onders: Yea - Provide Yo o
'Mw.mm Ivhplmb '1‘ \Roqw.d-lclownohhppumﬂbmub - Yea " SR va rehattlet, N
(#4: cover obortions; Nay *. . ' woct lerma: Nay ..« WIMWW;Q
anhwlamdmbdeo» ) Ovmndawbolsmww TR
‘ o gress: Yea .o, se0 «, tization bill: Yea ¢ shareholder lawsuits velo: Yeo i
’Bon!.d«olr nhondwmomm Adoplommbulbdlfolml\mdoddopa‘w vhdubwkduolwlobbﬁg:ho. N1
f’ . rlagds: Y 11"\ Provide femporary govemment spending: |
lomulvnds luAnmCorpudmhm Owhool Noﬁmol\andakhI\mSya- WY Yoo L it AR s i Lt
+rgronts; Nay @4 vi v 7 i Yy R ) it U.S. roop deployment in Bosaia: -
; Donynmllamvdmﬁmkodubﬁnb ! lhpad'd«dpmhmloﬂd b SN B X
1, China: Yeo sh terorism: Yea .. proposal: Nay }
Toh umnpodnlion st bnds off b«dqd" Increasa )

Pavu $12,1 balhn w..w .p.mig'm

F'Uhbon h.;.:mtdmeol mmh Modslymud h.mw .
s murrelet: Nay '/ m ! collection: Y nou ! lng'“ e
[ Mahduwdlqlwlpmp-yalod- Enddobohonmloomupquonryb

' e ime; Yea ”m' mlun::‘:'ln Tateaty Lt A |

wN;;ude‘ﬁnol '199.6 Adop'l! ;\P"’POI"'GM 17\ 1 Yaai s magtatiends i gt

2} Prohibit funding hvtmln lob&oopm- Limit mda Ioconwnpn Injured by Oppou mhnlun'dngub
‘ﬂ .gmm-Yn e foulty products: Yea s tionst Nay- Q.1 5 L90E D

fiscol l997lwdgdnwlm. AMpotYWwdhooH\hwmm -,loqvhcompﬁa\awﬂnABMTm
"k " 61ty L 5

R'Pou 81‘9&!&’&-@« oﬁo:u Oulcwponlolbld\obuﬁun Yoo i -nmcumw*Mwmv.q

I

| 0 B RN Y O




where they were participants.

ABORTION

SEASTRAND!:

Seastrand calls hersell a pro-life candidate who
speaks of the “sanclity ol life,” and always explains
her stance by alfirming she is the mother of two
adopted children. She believes in the *government
protection of life, whether it is in the womb, a 100-
year-old person or a mentally disabled child.*

The only instance she cites where she would allow abortion is if the moth-
er's life is threatened. Seastrand stales that she has no stance on
whether she would support abortion in cases of rape or incest. She sup-
ports a bill outlawing late-term abortion procedures.

*| don't want taxpayer money to go for unlimited abortions or gender-
selection abortions,” she said.

CAPPS:
Capps lhmks abortion should be a matter of conscience, 1o be decided by
a woman in consultation with her physician and spiritual beliels,

*| am pro-choice without any restrictions,” he said. I don't want govern-
ment interference with a woman's right to choose. | also think we need to
reduce the number of abortions.”

Capps supports education, prevention and family planning and opposes a
constitutional ban on abortion.

EcCONOMY

SEASTRAND:

She supports a balanced budget act and tax
reform. She also would seek a reduction in the
capital gains tax, which she said would give people
more money to expand businesses and crealo

jobs.

“We need 1o give tax relief to make sure families get more in their pay-
checks 1o spend as they see lil,” she said.

Seastrand has spoken in favor of eliminating the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice and ending federal income taxes, to give people more control of
investing or spending their own money. She said she would like to study
the possibility of other tax reforms, including creating a national sales tax
or a flat tax with a single tax rate, and thinks the current tax codes should
be abandoned.

She supports efforts to promote Vandenberg Air Force Base as a com-
mercial spaceport. .

CAPPS:

He favors targeted tax breaks, such as a $1,500 annual tax deduction to
pay for community college education and a $10,000 annual tax deduction
for families or students to spend on education or job training. He supports
allowing people to use individual retirement accounts 1o purchase first
homes or fund college educations.

Capps supports tax breaks for small businesses seeking to expand, and
for research and development initiatives.

He'd like local, state and federal representatives 1o jointly examine creat-
ing business opportunities conducive to the the Central Coast, including
the software industry and other new technology that would be compaltible
with the area’s environment.

EDUCATION

SEASTRAND:

Seastrand, a former elementary school teacher,
supports the elimination of the U.S. Depariment of
Education, with funding for that department reallo-
cated to state and local entities.

“ want 1o see those dollars kept at home,” she said. “I don't want to send
those dollars to Washington ... | want to make sure those education
resources go to education and not the bureaucracy.”

She supports charter schools and allowing teachers and districts to con-
trol school curriculums, not the “rules coming from the federal government
3,000 miles away.”

“We will continue o streamline and consolidate 760 federal education
programs and 38 agencies,” she said. “I want to strengthen local control,
streamline and consolidate that maze. | have a feeling there's overlapping
duplication and waste. Quality education isn't an issue of spending more,
it's an issue of spending smarter.”

CAPPS:

A UCSB religious sludies professor, Capps supports a strengthening of
student loan programs and grants,

“Every dollar spent on educalion has an $8 return either in invention, cre-

Cont'd from pravious

22ND CONGRESSIONAL

Rep. Andrea Seastrand, R-Shell Beach, and her Democratic challenger, Walter Capps, have
clear ideological differences on social and economic matters. Here are their stances on several
key issues. The answers are culled from numerous interviews and coverage of public forums

" CAPPS:

a
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ativity or savings of money,” he said. “Education is a real good deal. It
isn't vary expensivo for whal the returns are.”

All levels of oducation, like all levels of government, can work coopera-
tively, Capps said

Ho supports the availability of a college education for everyone, and
would like 1o seo lax daductions available to help parents pay for college
educations. Capps also believes there should be more study 1o define job
opportunities that don't require a college education,

Capps would also like to seo classrooms updated with computer technol-
ogy, and wants students to have access 1o hfelong retraining and skills
improvement,

ENVIRONMENT

SEASTRAND:

“We Iried 1o base things we did on common sense,
flexibility and sensible approaches,” she said of the
Republican majority in the 104th Congress. “We
need 10 look at new innovations and new technolo-
Toxic polluters, she said, need to be held accountable, and she would like
10 “give people incentives to make them want to clean up their proper-
ties,” such as fining polluters. She says too much of the Superfund toxic
cleanup funds are paid to attorneys’ fees; she wants the money spent on
cleanup.

The government needs environmental standards, she said, but also “com-
mon-sense approaches so wa're not tied up on rules and regulations that
don't work."

She said she favored giving local entities control in meeting clean-water
standards, and voted to preserve a moratorium on offshore oil drilling and
maintain federal funds to protect the Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary.

CAPPS: ¥
“This (the 22nd District) used to be the environmental capital of the
world,” Capps said. “I'd like to reassert that reputation. It's very important
for this area. | don't think that goes against business. Good environmental
policy is good business policy.”

Capps favors a “polluter pays” policy that would fine any industry caught
fouling a stream or waterway. The industry, not the taxpayer, should pay
for cleanup, he said.

He supports standards for beach water quality and a protection of wet-
lands. He would also like to see tax incentives to reward “environmentally
sound growth.”

IMMIGRATION

SEASTRAND:

She supported House Resqjulion 2202, a bill that
would “do more to lock illegal aliens out of the Unit-
ed States and out of American jobs, allow states to
deny schooling to illegal aliens, tighten the political
asylum process and restrict public benefits for illegal

aliens.”
Seastrand supports doubling the size of immigration patrols at the Califor-
nia-Mexico border and building of a 14-mile, triple-layer fence along the
border south of San Diego.

“We cannot control our budget unless we get our borders under control,*
Seastrand said.

Seastrand would like to increase the penalty for people who hire illegal
immigrants. She is against a national identification card, but in favor of
creating an 800 number, which employers could call to voluntarily check
the validity of a worker's Social Security card.

As for legal immigration, Seastrand wants to examine the use of visas,
and would like to see a crackdown on people who ignore visa departure
deadlines. She'd also consider revising downward the number of immi-
grants allowed inlo the country.

He states he is “totally, completely, absolutely, opposed to illegal immi-
gration,* ¢

Capps opposes denying schooling to children of illegal immigrants. He
says he supports the “strong tradition® of legal immigration, and scorns
the *humiliation and discrimination™ some immigrants face because of the
“color of their skin,"

Capps lavors strengthening the borders with patrols, the deportation of
criminals and the creation of fraud-resistant identification papers. He also
supports penalizing employers who hire illegal immigrants.

He does not support giving benelits such as welfare to illegal immigrants,
bulh woluld considor allowing emergency health care in the interest of pub-
lic health,
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